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WORKING GIRL 


NAME — Bette Davis 
OCCUPATION — Actress 
EMPLOYER — Warner Bros. 


NATURE OF DUTIES — Helping employer 


to maintain “an enviable record for combining 


good picture-making with good citizenship.” * 


REMARKS — We've been proud of Bette 

Davis, of her magnificent artistry and enormous 
talent, ever since she came to work with us. 
(And no matter how easy it looks on the screen, 


the word is “work”—with a very large “W”!) 


But we've never been so proud of Bette as since 


completion of our new picture, MR. SKEFFINGTON. 


MR. SKEFFINGTON is the story of a very rich 
man and a very beautiful woman, and of their 
life together, A love story? We think that 


even after seeing it, you won't be sure! 


But you will be sure that MR. SKEFFINGTON 
is a picture to rank among the finest ever 
made... and that Bette Davis 


has no peer among screen artists. 


You'll be sure, too, that the company 
which produced MR. SKEFFINGTON 
intends to keep that “enviable 


record” enviable! 


*The New York Times 
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GREAT AS ONLY 
SHE CAN BE, IN 
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WARNER BROS. 


are sending prints of this picture 
gratis to our boys overseas. 


JACK L. WARNER 


Executive Producer 


MR SKEFFINGT ON c.svoé “pans 


RICHARD WARING * GEORGE COULOURIS * MARJORIE RIORDAN ° Directed by VINCENT SHERMAN 


Produced by JULIUS J. & PHILIP G. EPSTEIN © Screen Play by Julius J. & Philip G. Epstein From Story by "Elizabeth" « Music by Franz Waxman 


Other Current Worner Bros. Productions: 


THE ADVENTURES OF MARK TWAIN - BETWEEN TWO WORLDS - UNCERTAIN GLORY - SHINE ON HARVEST MOON - PASSAGE TO MARSEILLE -IN OUR TIME DESTINATION TOKYO - WATCH ON THE RHINE 


























LIBERATION 





It is our obligation 
to back the Liberation 
forces by investing in 
War Bonds to the extent 


of our ability. 
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May the New Year bring 
wyth it the fulfillment of Isatah’s 
emmortal prophecy — 


And they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning- 
hooks; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war 
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Pioneer Womens Organization 


we extend our best wishes for a Healthy and 
Happy New Year. In the hope of a speedy 
victory of the United Nations, let us gird 
ourselves for the great tasks awaiting us in 
the coming year. 





Hunn 








TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE 


May the New Year bring peace to ali man- 
kind, the restoration of our afflicted people 
and the fulfillment of our aims in Palestine. 


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
PIONEER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 


DVORAH ROTHBARD, 
National Secretary 
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Comments of the Month 
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GERMANY AT BAy 


N THE PAST MONTH, the Germans have been 
driven back on their own frontiers both in the 
east and in the west. Rumania has turned against 
the Axis, and Bulgaria and Finland, too, are no 
longer in the enemy’s camp. Only Hungary, Slo- 
vakia, and the truncated Fascist “Republic” of Italy 
remain within the battered ramparts of “Fortress 
Europe.” For each of these the Nazis have to supply 
a Gestapo guard to keep them at their posts. In the 
West, France has been encompassed from north and 
south by liberating Allied armies, and German lines 
in Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg have been 
pierced by Allied spearheads. The broken Nazis are 
falling~back to their last defense lines in Germany 
itself. 

Here the final decision of the war in Europe 
must at last be fought out. But even if the Germans 
succeed in fighting for a time on fixed lines in the 
east and in the west, it is certain, as they themselves 
virtually admit, that they can only win something 
less than victory. They have given very clear hints 
of what they hope to achieve by a protracted de- 
fense: not the mastery of Europe again, but less 
stringent principles of administration in Germany 
than now seem to be in prospect in a post-war world 
certain to be organized by the Allies. 

The test with which the Nazis hope to confront 
us is therefore not one solely of military might but 
also a political trial. Can the Allies reach and main- 
tain, in spite of German opposition both military 
and psychological, an agreed formula for the organ- 
ized post-war world and particularly the place of 
Germany in it? If the Germans collapse at once, we 
shall be faced by the necessity of such a program 
even earlier than many have anticipated. If they 
succeed in protracting the struggle, we shall be 
forced to reach an agreement under the pressure of 
mounting casualties, suffered at a time when such 
losses will be the more painful for having occurred 
when victory seems almost within our grasp. 

The first stages of the organization of peace seem 
likely to prove as morally strenuous and testing as 
any crisis in the war. 


Bert KATZENELSON 


E MOURN the death of Berl, veteran leader of 

Palestine’s labor movement. During his lifetime 
Berl was beloved by his comrades, revered by his dis- 
ciples, respected and esteemed by his political oppo- 
nents. The impact of his loss was felt wherever Jews 
are concerned with the future of their people and of its 
Homeland; yet it could be expressed only fragmen- 


tarily. Berl was a man to whom it was impossible for 
anyone to apply the conventional phrases of mourn- 
ing. His life was one continuous demonstration 
against stereotypes of thought and action, and it was 
thus natural that in mourning him most of his friends 
took refuge simply in recalling the man and in re- 
hearsing his words. He was the embodiment of that 
basic tendency among the Jewish laborers who built 
up Palestine to express themselves in action rather 
than in promises and abstract phrases; and yet he was 
essentially a man of thought and expression. In con- 
sequence, he imposed upon himself and upon those 
who had any contact with him the most merciless 
discipline that any man of thought and letters can 
submit. to: he never said anything in speech or 
writing which he would not wish to see carried out 
in action in all its most far-reaching implications. 
And yet his words were not falsely tentative or non- 
committal, but bold and honest and utterly radical 
on all questions of principle. 


For those who remember him and who were 
guided by his challenging personality, there will re- 
main only the possibility of asking themselves, when- 
ever some decision of conscience must be made— 
“How would Berl have acted in such a case?” 


-_DUMBARTON OAKS 


HE PROCEEDINGS of the dual conferences of 

Dumbarton Oaks, between Great Britain, Rus- 
sia and the United States, and between China, Great 
Britain and the United States, are shrouded with a 
screen of official silence. Such reticence may very 
well be in place at a conference of this order if, as 
we are informed, it is a tentative discussion be- 
tween technical authorities, preparatory to more de- 
cisive political discussions which will follow. On 
the other hand the problems of security to which the 
conference is devoted have such immediate signifi- 
cance already and are so likely to become even more 
pressing in the near future, that it is at least regret- 
table that Allied progress in this field has not reached 
a stage which would permit the public to be better 
informed and to express its views on concrete pro- 
posals. In any case, as a result of all the circum- 
stances surrounding the Dumbarton Oaks confer- 
ence, we are constrained to rely on unofficial news- 
paper reports that seem to have the stamp of au- 
thenticity. 

The general tenor of these reports gives the 
impression that the Dumbarton Oaks conference is 
concerning itself primarily with the immediate prob- 
lems of administering Germany in such a way as to 
guarantee that it will not again act as an aggressor. 
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This task is viewed essentially as the responsibility 
of the three major powers, Great Britain, the Soviet 
Union, and the United States. It is also evident that 
the problem of a general security organization, at 
least for a considerable time after the war, is viewed 
as essentially similar in nature to that of restraining 
Germany—and again as the responsibility chiefly of 
the three above powers. Whether such a three pow- 
er control is to be the final form suggested for the 
organization of the world in the post-war period 
no one is prepared to say, but from all appearances 
there are no plans as yet to pass over to a more 
universal distribution of responsibility. Moreover, 
even though according to some reports the Dumbar- 
ton Oaks conference is strictly limited to problems of 
security and divorced from other problems of post- 
war administration, it seems that these distinctions 
are not observed with complete consistency. Thus 
a newspaper report informs us that a British proposal 
was made to establish a coordinating commission 
of the major powers for such functions as relief and 
rehabilitation in Axis and satellite countries. While 
this suggestion dealt with questions of occupying 
enemy territories, it is not strictly limited to the 
sphere of security but also relates to the functions 
of a general international organization for post-war 
administration. The chances are, therefore, that 
what is being planned at Dumbarton Oaks is more 
than the tactics of military occupation by the several 
chiefs of staff: it is a blue-print for the post-war 
organization of the world, chiefly concerned with 
security but tentatively with other functions as well, 
and intended to last for an indefinite but certainly 
substantial period. 


We may be fairly certain, also, that the frame- 
work of the post-war organization being planned at 
Dumbarton Oaks is built around the idea of firm 
three power or four power control, with the other 
nations being called in as consultants—on some 
questions, such as relief and rehabilitation, under an 
international “constitutional” code, and on others, 
such as security, on a regional and more informal 
basis. This is no more, in essence, than an attempt to 
assure peace by the preponderant might not of a 
single great empire but of an alliance of major 
military powers. It will be as strong or as weak as the 
bonds of union between the chief members of the 
alliance, and will last as long as their mutual interests 
counter-balance their opposing interests. 


Nobody, certainly, can have too much confidence 
that this is the ideal form of international organiza- 
tion. It is recommended to us, for the most part, as 
the only practical form under present circumstances. 
It can only be tolerable if it lasts through the imme- 
diate crises of the coming generation, and if out of it 
develops the international moral conscience and ma- 
turity of outlook that will make possible a firmer 
union of the world. 


JEWS AFTER VICTORY 


) yet advance of Allied armies is bringing us 
daily more horrible confirmation of the appal- 
ling state of Jewish communities in Europe. The 
Soviet Ukraine, by all reports, has been found empty 
of the Jews whom Germany found there, and will 
have to be repopulated by evacuees brought back 
from the Soviet interior. In Poland Dr. Emil Sommer- 
stein, Jewish member of the Polish National Com- 
mittee of Liberation in Moscow, informs us there 
are probably 100,000 surviving Jews, and after the 
return of all those evacuated to other parts, there 
will be 250,000 of an original population of over 
3,000,000. And in France, reports Alexander Uhl 
of PM, there remain 90,000 of an original 350,000 
Jews. The situation in which the surviving Jews are 
found is a desperate one. They are apparently di- 
vided almost equally between helpless old men, 
women, and children who have maintained them- 
selves in hiding, and more fortunate younger people 
who have lived the hunted life of the underground 
as partisans and guerrillas in Europe for many years. 
In exceptional cases, also, we may expect to find 
chance survivors of concentration camps, like the 
1,000 ruined human beings whom the Germans did 
not manage to kill in Lublin before their retreat. 


At the same time it is becoming ever more clear 
that the international organizations which we expect 
to assume the responsibility for healing these wounds 
have not yet been able to organize in such a way 
as most effectively to deal with Jewish problems. 
Of these organizations there are so far two that will 
obviously have much to do with Jewish relief and 
rehabilitation: they are the Intergovernmental Com- 
mittee on Refugees and the United Negtions Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration. 


The Intergovernmental Committee held its first 
plenary session since the war in London on August 
15th and 17th. The meeting was devoted to triviali- 
ties such as the exchange of compliments between 
the representative of the Dominican Republic and 
Sir Herbert Emerson, Director of the Committee, 
with respect to that government's project for resettling 
100,000 refugees. The project, as is well known, has 
so far provided homes for 3,000 persons, and will 
not be available for many more in the near future. 
The amount of good will displayed by the Dominican 
Republic will hardly be discounted at a time like this 
when sympathy is sc much required, but the rela- 
tive importance given to this statement in the de- 
liberations of the committee is hardly an encourag- 
ing sign of its ability to accomplish the tasks that 
face it. For the rest the session dealt with questions 
of immediate rescue, and adopted, at long last, a 
constitution binding nobody to any obligations, and 
a set of financial by-laws requiring nobody but the 
United States Government and Great Britain (and 
they, too, at their own gocd pleasure) to support the 





8 


activities of the Committee. The Committee also 
concerned itself with the technical problem of pro- 
viding travel and residence documents for stateless 
refugees. 

If one wishes to ascertain the plans of the Inter- 
governmental Committee for resettlement of Jewish 
refugees in the post-war world, one can find no hint 
in the official proceedings but must draw conclusions 
from chance actions and remarks by the Committee's 
representatives. Significant in this respect is the at- 
tempt of the Intergovernmental Committee to con- 
vince the Jewish refugees in Italy, a large part of 
whom wish to be admitted to Palestine, that they 
ought to accept the truly gracious offer of the Italian 
Government (in which no doubt the major Allies 
and the representative of the Inter-Governmental 
Committee had some part), to allow them to become 
Italian citizens and remain in the country. In spite 
of the evident desire of Colonel Heathcote Smith, 
the Committee’s representative, to detour the refu- 
gees from Palestine, the latter were not swayed and 
politely persisted in their original desire to be re- 
patriated to their own Homeland. Notwithstanding 
the accepted principle of the Intergovernmental 
Committee that no person shall be forced to return 
to a country where he does not wish to live, it seems 
more than likely that Sir Herbert Emerson and some 
of his assistants regard it as their function to defer 
arrangements for sending Jewish refugees to Pales- 
tine until every other possibility has been explored. 
How successful they will be in this war of nerves 
upon the post-war Jewish refugee one hesitates to 
prophesy; but in any case it is certain that this pro- 
cedure is hardly one which will make for a speedy 
and satisfactory solution of the problem that the 
Committee is ostensibly organized to meet. 

It is regrettable, therefore, that the Intergovern- 
mental Committee should have had one great diplo- 
matic triumph. It has convinced UNRRA to give 
up, in deference to the Intergovernmental Commit- 
tee, all responsibility for refugees who do not wish 
to be repatriated to United Nations territory, ex- 
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cept the responsibility of maintaining them until 
they are transferred and resettled elsewhere. The 
latter functions have been resigned entirely to the 
Intergovernmental Committee. It is true, of course, 
that UNRRA itself is not an organization whose 
future appears altogether rosy at this moment. So 
far, it functions only in North Africa, and to all 
appearances it will have little to do in any territories 
liberated and administered by the Russians. More- 
over there have been rumors that its influence with 
the British and American Combined Chiefs of Staff 
has not been very great. Finally, in spite of its 
having recognized the Provisional Government of 
France, there seems some doubt how much actual 
influence UNRRA will have in that country in the 
distribution and supply of relief. Nonetheless, de- 
spite initial difficulties, UNRRA has certainly shown 
the determination to deal with the problem of relief 
and rehabilititation on its own terms, without evad- 
ing any issues; it has an accepted status as an estab- 
lished international organization, as well as a con- 
siderable budget; and it has begun to organize an 
impressive staff and machinery to cope with its tasks. 
It is all the more unfortunate that, yielding to the 
wish of the Intergovernmental Committee, UNRRA 
has renounced any responsibility for what will prove 
to be the largest group of Jewish refugees. Unless 
some change is made in this respect at the coming 
Montreal conference on September 15th, stateless 
Jewish refugees will be the only type of displaced 
population in Europe whose transfer and resettle- 
ment will not be aided by the facilities and support 
of UNRRA. 


Generally speaking the first meeting of the UN- 
RRA Council showed a considerable understanding 
for Jewish needs as set forth before certain of the 
delegates informally by representatives of Jewish 
organizations. It adopted intelligent principles of 
adjusting relief to conditions created by Nazi dis- 
crimination, and in certain questions relating to the 
repatriation of residents of the United Nations, provi- 
sion was made to care for the needs of Jews who 
had resided in certain Allied countries without being 
citizens thereof before the war. The Council also 
recognized the value of continued consultation with 
Jewish organizations: certain resolutions provided for 
the admission of private organizations to UNRRA 
meetings in the capacity of observers, with power to 
participate in deliberations but not to vote. If the 
UNRRA code and the practice of UNRRA is to be as 
closely adapted to the needs of its Jewish clientele as 
is desirable, these beginnings must be followed up by 
providing Jewish organizations with more adequate 
facilities for making their knowledge and views 
available. 

It is to be hoped that the representatives of Jewish 
organizations who are being sent to the September 
15th meeting will succeed in bringing about such a 
relationship. 
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At Fort Ontario 


by Marie Syrkin 


I SPENT a day at Fort Ontario, one month after 
the opening of the Shelter to a thousand refu- 
gees. Now they are no longer called “refugees”; 
the official designation is “residents,” and the change 
is symptomatic of the genuine desire of the adminis- 
trative staff to handle understandingly the complex 
and delicate problems inevitable in the situation. 

Twelve hours at Fort Ontario is a long time. I 
shall remember my visit as one of the longest days 
of my life. I mention this to dispose of the easy 
jibe at journalists who poke around for a few hours, 
and then run back home bursting with revelations. 
A week would have been better and a month would 
have been still better, but time is stretched by the 
fulness of experience, and no normally sensitive per- 
son can visit the Shelter without feeling that he has 
peered into each of the several circles of hell, into 
which Hitler has sub-divided Europe. The children 
chattering in three or four languages apiece—Ger- 
man, Italian, French, Polish, Yugoslav—bring 
greetings from each. 

How do the former denizens of the inferno fare 
as “residents” on American soil? How charred is 
the brand plucked from the burning? When ques- 
tions so dreadful have to be asked, small wonder 
that some of the answers are, in their way, dreadful 
too. 

First, as to the physical aspects. The Shelter is 
beautifully located on the shores of Lake Ontario. 
There are broad, well-kept green lawns, shady walks, 
and plenty of space for recreation and rest directly 
facing the lake. The first impression, after one has 
passed the gate, is that of a pleasant summer camp. 
Even the housing (barrack dormitories for the single 
people and small houses arranged into apartments 
for families) carries out the adult camp note. 

The appearance of the people was an agreeable 
surprise. I had seen pictures of the refugees taken 
immediately upon their arrival,—gaunt, harrowed 
faces, tattered clothing. I had also read subsequent 
reports which indicated that the elementary prob- 
lems of adequate food and clothing had as yet not 
been satisfactory solved. When I visited the Shelter, 
a month had already elapsed, and much of the earlier 
criticism was no longer valid. The men, women and 
children looked, on the whole, as well-dressed as 
any group of similar numbers outside the wire fence. 
Very shabby or inappropriate wearing apparel was 
the exception rather than the-rule. I should also 
say that the people seemed, at first glance, about as 
healthy a group as the average. Had I not known 
where I was, I should have missed noting many still 
ravaged faces and worn bodies. As it was, even a 
month of fresh air, sunshine, and regular feeding had 


clearly accomplished a transformation. Only the chil- 
dren appeared markedly below par. They were thinner 
and paler than American children; after I had learned 
the ages of some, it was clear than many were under- 
sized, stunted in growth. But the total first impression 
was that of a middle-class community, not prosperous 
but decent, with an exceptionally large percentage of 
men and women whose faces indicated refinement, 
intelligence, and a high level of culture. 

However, when one leaves the lovely promenade 
around the green lawns with children playing in 
the sunlight, and goes off among the wooden bar- 
racks, many other aspects come to the fore. One 
begins to realize that one is among human beings 
tormented and bereft beyond the mind of man to 
imagine; one is among the deeply wounded and 
these wounds have not lessened their needs nor their 
desires. These men and women are still capable of 
wishing and wanting and hoping—that is the mira- 
cle. That is also the tragedy under the present cir- 
cumstances. 

* * * 

I think it is only fair to state at the ouset that 
the government is doing its utmost to deal justly 
with the refugees. They were brought to Fort On- 
tario outside the quota for the duration of the war, 
on the understanding that they would be confined 
to the grounds with no possibility of working out- 
side the camp. Each refugee signed a statement 
agreeing to these conditions. The government under- 
took to provide the basic needs of food, clothing, 
shelter, and medical care, plus a small allowance of 
a few dollars a month for incidentals. These con- 
ditions are being kept. It is true that the refugees 
did not arrive to a smoothly functioning Shelter, 
where all preparations necessary for the reception 
of a thousand people had been made. The amount 
and type of food required had not been gauged 
accurately. As one member of the staff put it to me, 
“We did not know that they would be so hungry!” 
The phrase threw light on the starvation and malnu- 
trition of years which could not be at once assuaged. 
However, by now there seemed to be general agree- 
ment among the refugees that the food was ample 
and satisfactory. Some to whom I spoke did not 
like the unaccustomed style of cooking, but these 
were minor and minority complaints. Obviously, 
mass-cooking does not make for the tastiest fare, but 
the extent to which the administration of the camp 
is anxious to suit the particular preferences of the 
residents may be judged from the fact that pumper- 
nickel and rye bread are brought in daily from bak- 
eries in an adjoining town because the local bakeries 
carry chiefly white bread which the refugees dislike. 
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As to clothing, that question too is being adjusted. 
Each refugee is provided with his basic needs. Wom- 
en, for instance, are entitled to two dresses, two 
slips, two panties, etc. In other words, provision is 
made for the garment worn and for one change. 
Some of the refugees had a few garments when they 
arrived, but most had nothing save the nondescript 
tags they wore on their backs. One could see old 
men in shorts donated by an English or Yankee 
soldier in Italy. To fit out a thousand people with 
even minimal clothing requirements is no slight 
task, particularly as the staff wisely decided to grant 
each individual a cash clothing allowance and per- 
mit him to make his own selection in the town of 
Oswego. Each day seventy-five people are given 
passes to go to town and buy what they urgently 
require. In order to maintain local good will, whose 
importance is obvious, all purchasing is done in Os- 
wego, even if better values might be obtainable 
elsewhere. This creates a sympathetic contact be- 
tween the local community and the refugees. How- 
ever, the town is not equipped to handle a mass 
descent of 1,000 people, and rotation is necessary. 
This prolongs the process of essential equipment. By 
this time, the majority have received elementary 
necessities, particularly as a great many have received 
gifts from friends, relatives, and residents of the town 
of Oswego. 


Shelter, again, is on a simple, subsistence level. 
If one thinks’ in terms of a Palestinian kvutzah, the 
standards are luxurious from the point of view of 
space. If one thinks of an average New York apart- 
ment, no sensible comparisons are possible. I saw the 
living quarters of several families. Each consists of a 
very long room which has been partitioned off into 
bed-chambers and living-room, according to the num- 
ber in the family. One room in each unit has running 
water. Each room is provided with essentials: cots, 
a table, some chairs, and shelves for clothing and 
books. Despite the bare wooden planks of walls, 
floors, and furniture, the effect is not dismal because 
the small rooms are clean, sunny, and the plain un- 
painted furniture is obviously fresh from the car- 
penter’s work-shop. 

In addition, a canteen has been opened. B'nai 
Brith has furnished a recreation hall with attractive 
wicker furniture, games, and a radio. There is an 
auditorium and a small house of worship. In short, 
the basic elements of existence have been provided. 
Much still has to be done, but there is no point in 
listing lacks or deficiencies which are steadily being 
corrected. 

ae ee 

The real problem lies much deeper than three 
meals a day and a clean place for sleeping. It lies 
even deeper than security from murder. These are the 
thousand saved. They are grateful for salvation. Per- 
son after person gave passionate thanks in my pres- 
ence for the opportunity to live. One beautiful old 
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woman with a saintly face—she had been a physician 
in Vienna—said to me: “I praise God every hour 
for America, for the American people, for this place. 
I want to write it to the President.” And when I 
mentioned the fact that I had heard a few complaints, 
she added bitterly: “They should be ashamed.” 
Others spoke in a less ecstatic vein but were equally 
indignant at the notion of any critics in their midst: 
“Some people are never satisfied. They should be glad 
they are alive.” 


But voiced or unvoiced, one desire troubles all— 
freedom. There is a barbed wire fence around the 
camp. No one can come in or go out except by 
special dispensation. One of the most poignant scenes 
imaginable is the sight of the refugees lining up to- 
wards evening at the fence, while the residents of 
Oswego stand on the other side of the barbed wire 
and engage them in conversation. At first there used 
to be a tremendous turnout of towns-folk peering - 
curiously at the strange beings in the camp, and com- 
passionately throwing them food and clothing. By 
now fewer come, but the people behind the barbed 
wire are still a local spectacle. Similar age-groups 
seem to be attracted to each other. I saw a little 
blond American girl looking wide-eyed at a little 
blonde German Jewish girl directly on the other side 
of the wire, who stared at her in equal fascination. 
Two American boys of about fifteen were laughing 
about something with a couple of refugee boys of 
their own age. I wasn’t close enough to discover in 
what language they spoke to each other, but there 
was an obvious mutual interest. Older people were 
talking earnestly and were being earnestly listened 
to by sympathetic citizens. Who knows what tale of 
grief and horror they were unfolding to the free 
Americans outside the barbed wire? One wonders 
what goes on in the minds of the citizens of Oswego 
as they peer through the barbed wire at those penned 
in. One does not have to wonder at what goes in the 
minds of those seeking to touch the world from 
which they are shut out. 

Earlier in the day, I had approached two young 
girls who told me that they were Hungarian. They 
spoke German. One was eighteen years old; the 
other sixteen. I asked them how they liked their new 
life. “It is nice,” the younger one said, “but we have 
always been in camps. And now again a camp.” For 
the last six years these girls had been shipped from 
One concentration camp to another. Almost since 
they could remember, their lives had been detention 
in “camp.” Fort Ontario was naturally a paradise in 
comparison with their previous experiences, but it 
was still a far cry from freedom. They spoke wist- 
fully rather than rebelliously, almost as though they 
accepted the strange fate which had made them in- 
nocent yet perpetual prisoners. 

A sixteen year old boy was less quiescent. He was 
a handsome, well-built lad, and his blue eyes flashed 
resentfully at the monstrous situation he was not 




















SEPTEMBER, 1944 


docile enough to accept. His father said to me re- 
gretfully: “I should have let him go to Palestine. 
He had a chance, but I was selfish. I wanted him 
with me.” And the boy offered no contradiction. 

Fortunately for the young, however, the au- 
thorities will permit children of elementary and 
high school age to attend the public schools in Os- 
wego. During my visit—the week before school 
opened—public school teachers from Oswego had 
volunteered to instruct the children daily and aid them 
in getting ready for American public schools. For 
many children who had spent their young lives in 
flight and hiding, this was to be the first taste of 
formal schooling. The teachers, who were offering 
a part of their vacation as a social service, told me 
that the children were agreeable and responsive. 
I watched several groups being taught. Little kinder- 
gartners were painstakingly singing “Oh what a 
beautiful morning,” and “Three blind mice.” Older 
ones were doing the usual business with the rudi- 
ments of English. The children impressed me as 
well-disciplined and cheerful, which, in view of their 
background, was reassuring. 

* * * 

School will, paradoxically, mean liberation for the 
young. For a number of hours daily they will be 
able to lead a normal existence outside the barbed 
wire. The adults have no such prospect, unless the 

‘terms of their detention are liberalized. 

We know that the refugees were brought in out- 
side the quota, and we can imagine the hue and 
cry that would be raised by reactionaries if they 
were released on the responsibility of friends or 
relatives. It is therefore idle to start discussions of 
this type. The refugees are under federal jurisdic- 
tion, and their residence must be Fort Ontario. 
This, presumably, need not preclude eventual visits to 
friends or relatives. Some.of the older refugees have 
children now established in the United States—chil- 
dren for whom the precious visas had been secured 
years before. As I was at the Shelter on visiting day I 
had occasion to witness several touching reunions. 
One mother was embracing her young soldier son 
wearing the uniform of the United States Army. The 
boy had been given a furlough to see his mother be- 
fore leaving for over-seas. I was told that there were 
several such cases. 

Another proviso was that the refugees were not to 
work lest they compete with American labor. How- 
ever, a local situation has arisen which makes a more 
generous interpretation of the conditions feasible. 
Oswego is located in a fruit area. Neighboring farmers 
are begging for help in harvesting their peach, apple, 
and pear crops. Far from resenting refugee labor, 
they keep appealing to the Shelter for workers. If the 
United States Employment Service were to certify that 
no other labor is available, it might be possible to per- 
mit the refugees to work provided they were paid the 
prevailing wage scale so as not to undercut wage 
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standards. The same holds true for some tank fac- 
tories in the vicinity. 

The chief objection to refugee labor is the fear 
of competition. Where a labor shortage exists, such 
objections are no longer tenable. If the refugees 
were allowed to work in the immediate area, the 
Shelter would still be their residence. At the same 
time, the refugee would have an opportunity to 
regain his self-respect and independence, not to men- 
tion the fact that he would be helping to relieve the 
man-power shortage in the vicinity. 


Undoubtedly such a step might be resented i in a 
period of unemployment. Now, unexpectedly 
enough, ill-will is being created because the refugees 
are mot working. A friend of mine summering in 
Orange County—Hamilton Fish’s bailiwick—re- 
ported a conversation with a local farmer. He com- 
plained that the refugees were leading a lazy, para- 
sitic life at government expense—playing tennis— 
while he could get no help. He also insisted that 
the refugees were receiving a munificent allowance 
of $10 a week. The fact that the refugees would 
consider themselves lucky if they received that much 
a month is beside the point. Distortions of the truth 
and malicious rumors are unavoidable. It would 
seem, however, that merely from the aspect of pub- 
lic relations—apart from the questions of benefit 
to the country or justice to the refugee—it would 
be psychologically sounder to let the refugees be 
self-sustaining. This is said not in criticism of the 
government, which is carrying out the terms of its 
commitment as originally conceived, but in the 
hope that experience will dictate a revision of these 
terms after taking into account all factors. 

* * * 


The government is fulfilling its initial responsi- 
bilities. The same cannot be said for the various 
Jewish organizations. They came on the scene with 
too little, and too late. It is impossible to over- 
estimate the psychic shock to the wanderers caused 
by the lack of a festive reception. They should not 
have had to depend on the kindness of the Oswego 
towns-folk for a brief taste of lavish and luxurious 
America, thrust to them through the barbed wire 
fence. Precisely because these human beings had 
been utterly despoiled, they should not have been 
further pauperized by the donations of clothing from 
individuals they had never seen. The several Jewish 
organizations might have had the foresight to pre- 
vent this additional pain through communal action. 

One woman said to me with a moody eloquence: 
“We thought they would meet us with flowers.” She 
had fled from horror after horror. Her two small 
children were left behind in a Belgian convent. By 
a miracle, whose reality she could hardly grasp, 
she had reached the United States, the shores of 
Lake Ontario. “That it should be I,” she kept re- 
peating. “That of all the hundreds of thousands, 
it should be I.” And because she was Lazarus risen 
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from the dead, she had expected a hosannah of wel- 
come from those who could so easily have shared 
her destiny, or that of the slaughtered she had left 
behind. 

“I used to think I would never want anything 
again,” she told me, “but now I want to forget, I 
want to live, I want to build a home for my 
children.” As I sat with her, I could see an 
infinitely pathetic demonstration of how she could 
“want,” a demonstration of which she was complete- 
ly unaware. Throughout our conversation she kept 
painstakingly scalloping toilet-paper. She had no 
runners or doilies, and she wanted to cover the bare 
unpainted boards. She was making a home, so she 
was scalloping toilet-paper; the “fine tissues” which 
she had probably not seen for years, looked decora- 
tive to her. 

This may be viewed as symbolic. One of the 
“thousand” should not have to scallop toilet-paper. 
There are enough Jewish women’s organizations to 
provide needs above the bare subsistence level. This 
applies to clothing, home furnishings, and the vari- 
ous requirements of a tolerable life. Above all, let 
there be no hand-me-downs. What is not good 
enough for a man or women living comfortably in 
New York is surely not good enough for people 
who for years have known only the rags in which 
they escaped from the Nazi robbers and murderers. 

The responsibility of the Jewish organizations 
extends beyond the provision of necessities such as 
have been mentioned. One must bear in mind, that 
in the Shelter are a thousand human beings confined 
together. They must be given the means of develop- 
ing an active cultural and social life. At present, 
the refugees are organized into national blocks ac- 
cording to their countries of origin—Yugoslav, Po- 
lish-Russian, German and Austrian, with a scatter- 
ing of Greeks, Turks, etc. Each block is represented 
on a General Council. Bickering and rivalries have 
already developed among these blocks. There is 
no use in moralizing about this, or exclaiming pious- 
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ly that people who have endured so much should 
have a sense of their common bonds instead of their 
differences. Suffering rarely makes saints. It is more 
likely to shatter the nerves even when it fails to 
shatter the body. To expect the refugees to be be- 
yond all human fraities just because they have been 
stretched on a rack is impudent and stupid. It is as 
unimaginative as to expect a person whose nails 
have been ripped off to display a well-polished mani- 
cure. 

A charming German woman said to me, “Why 
don’t some women’s organizations come in and start 
social activities among the women? The women don’t 
care about the men’s politics. That will bring us all 
together.” 

Another refugee to whom I ventured some re- 
marks about the obligations of cooperative living 
made the significant comment, “Cooperative living! 
That makes sense for Palestine. There it’s for an 
ideal. But what is the ideal here—just to live?” 

Phrases like these indicate the immensity of the 
psychological problems which must be faced—prob- 
lems of healing, of spiritual revival. In this field 
lies the natural province of the Jewish organiza- 
tions. The many complex questions will not be 
solved by one philanthropic visit, or by a sporadic 
donation now and then. A concrete program must: 
be worked out immediately by all interested bodies. 
Bnai Brith has done something constructive through 
the furnishing of a bright, cheerful recreation center. 
The Gentile teachers of Oswego are doing some- 
thing through their volunteer instruction of the chil- 
dren. It is the duty of every Jewish organization— 
and none is free from blame—to make the rescued 
“remnant” feel less bereft. Most of their losses can- 
not be made good, most of their griefs are past 
solace, but as long as the refugees are behind the 
barbed wire fence, we must come to them not patron- 
izingly, as occasional benefactors, not curiously, as 
critical investigators, but humbly and devotedly, as 
brothers. 


Ethiopia and Palestine 


by Werner J. Cahnman 


< seer RESTORED EMPIRE of Ethiopia, or Abys- 
synia, has recently established diplomatic rela- 
tions both with the Union of Soviet Republics and 
the United States of America, thus indicating: its 
intention to be more than a protectorate of any one 
power. The Imperial Ethiopian Legation in Wash- 
ington, D. C., the 53rd at the capital of this country, 
opened its doors early in the year. In view of the 
ancient relationship between Abyssinia and Palestine 
as well as of future possibilities, it seems proper to 
dedicate a few remarks to this event. 


The relationship is as unique as it is ancient. 
Abyssinia is the only Christian nation which not 
merely regards herself as “spiritually Semitic”, that 
is to say Jewish, but which boasts of her rulers’ Jew- 
ish descent; the emperors of Abyssinia are the only 
aristocrats in the world who, in addition to being 
actually or allegedly of Jewish ancestry, proudly 
own up to it. That they bear the official title “The 
Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah” is well 
known; it is less well known that they derive this 
title from the union between Queen Balkis of Sheba, 
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of supposedly Yemenite (Sabaean) or Ethiopian 
origin, with King Solomon, as reported in Kings 
I: 10, 1-13. The offspring of the royal pair was 
Menelik I, from whom the present ruling house 
claims unbroken descent. Another tradition is that 
the Ark of the Covenant was brought from Jerusa- 
lem to Ethiopia before the first captivity of Israel 
and Judah. . 

However, there are relations of a less romantic 
character. Some Biblical scholars believe that Solo- 
mon’s famed gold-land of Ophir, whereto his, and 
Hiram of Tyre’s, ships sailed from the Red Sea port 
of Ezion-geber, is identical with present-day Ethi- 
opia. It is certain that Jews settled in the country 
during the period of the Babylonian exile, although 
we do not know whether they came by the sea or 
along an inland route, through the Nile valley. It 
should be recalled that it is from this period, or 
shortly thereafter, that we have documentary proof 
of a vigorous Jewish diaspora in Elephantine near 
Aswan in Upper Egypt. There were Jewish princi- 
palities in Abyssinia during the Middle Ages, more 
especially in the period from about 1000 to 1268, 
when the descendants of the Jewish princess Judith 
ruled the entire country with the exception of the 
region of Shoa. It is not even out of the question 
that David Reubeni, the Messianic adventurer who, 
in the sixteenth century, introduced himself to the 
bewildered courts of Europe as the ambassador of 
a Jewish king in the East, was actually an Abys- 
sinian Falasha. 

The Falasha, or the Jews of Abyssinia, have been 
rediscovered for the Jewish world relatively re- 
cently, through the exploratory and literary efforts 
of such men as H. A. Stern, Joseph Halevy, Cyrus 
Adler, and especially J. Faitlovitch. They number 
approximately 50,000 souls and live mostly in one 
of the mountainous regions of Northern Abyssinia 
(Semien), partly in their own villages, partly in 
separate quarters within the Amhara settlements. 
Their main occupations are agriculture and skilled 
crafts, especially masonry. Their religion is Biblical. 
The Sabbath is deified as goddess Sabbath. Fasts are 
held every Monday and Thursday, every New Moon, 
and on Passover. Their annual festivals are of pre- 
exilic origin, such as Passover, the Harvest Feast, 
the Feast of the Tabernacles, the Day of the Cove- 
nant, and Abraham’s Day, while post-exilic holidays 
such as Hanukkah and Purim are not observed. It 
is believed that the Falasha are converted Jews, 
from an originally Hamitic population; their pres- 





In printing the above discussion of prospects for co- 
operation between Ethiopia and the Jewish community 
in Palestine, the JEWISH FRONTIER assumes no responsi- 
bility for the suggestion that Ethiopia be regarded as a 
center to which large-scale Jewish immigration should 
be directed. The attitude of the JEWISH FRONTIER has 
been made clear repeatedly with reference to similar pro- 
posals, and is strongly opposed to ventures of any sort for 
large-scale Jewish colonization, other than in Palestine, in 
the post-war world. 
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ent physical type, however, is strongly Negroid. 
They do not know any Hebrew, but they have the 
canonical and apocryphal books of the Bible, a vol- 
ume of extracts from the Pentateuch with Com- 
ments, a book about the laws of the Sabbath, a book 
of secrets which is used as a charm against disease, 
biographies of Abraham and Moses, and a transla- 
tion of Flavius Josephus. These books are written 
in an ancient literary language of partly Semitic, 
partly African character, called Geez, which is also 
the language of the Abyssinian Church. 

The Abyssinian church observes Biblical pre- 
scriptions, as for instance those concerning mar- 
riage and food. The New Year begins with the 
first of Makarram which corresponds to about the 
tenth of September, that is to say it coincides with 
the time of Rosh-Hashana. The center of the cere- 
monial is the procession and dancing before the ark, 
which contains stone tablets. The Abyssinian church 
is a monophysite church which always has been 
closely connected with the Coptic Church of Egypt. 
The pilgrimage to Jerusalem is a religious duty and 
atones for many sins. 

However, only about one half of the total popu- 
lation of present-day Ethiopia is Christian, the re- 
mainder being for the most part Moslems of the 
Shia sect and pagans. The slave-trade flourished 
until recently; it is now suppressed. The Christian 
population is concentrated in the northern and cen- 
tral uplands and is largely of Amhara origin. The 
Amhara are a ruling group of Semitic language and 
ancestry grafted upon Hamitic stock. The rest of 
the population is composed of many tribes of whom 
the Galla, Somali, and Danakil are most note- 
worthy. There are Negro tribes in the South-west 
and many people of Negroid type scattered all over 
the country. 

The present Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, 
the former Ras Tafari, has always been a friend of 
the Jews. When in 1936 the onslaught of Musso- 
lini’s Fascist armies overwhelmed his country, Jeru- 
salem became his city of refuge. He learned there 
to appreciate the achievements of the Jewish settlers 
and established personal contacts with a number 
of representative Palestinian Jews. Some of them 
have followed the Emperor into Ethiopia. Among 
them are medical men, industrial experts, and ad- 
ministrators. A young Palestinian lawyer named 
Nathan Marein, who handled the Emperor’s inter- 
ests in Jerusalem, has recently been appointed to 
the Supreme Court of the Negus. Likewise, many 
native Ethiopian Jews (Falasha) as well as Euro- 
pean Jews have been appointed to important ad- 
ministrative positions in the government. Among 
the Falasha are Professor Tamrat in the Department 
of Education, and Jacob Tedesco in the Ministry of 
Finance. Alexander Katz, a former German indus- 
trialist, is chief of the tax department of the Finance 
Ministry. Professor Norman Bentwich, the former 
Attorney-General of Palestine and one of the oldest 
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English Zionists, is said to have repeatedly acted as 
advisor to the Emperor on international affairs. 

Palestinian Jews have already established them- 
selves in the economic life of the country. Their 
most important industrial corporation is the “Sa- 
baean Company” which is developing textile, fibre, 
and chemical industries and is also interested in the 
collection of wild rubber. Some Jews are merchants 
in hides, others are engaged in transport activities, 
while a colony of Yemenite Jews are mainly crafts- 
men. 

These are only the beginnings of a more 
promising future. Ethiopia and Palestine are eco- 
nomically complementary. The exports of Ethiopia 
in the past consisted mainly of hides and skins, 
wool, cotton, coffee, butter, grain, wax, civet, ba- 
nanas, and gold. Most of these products, whether 
in their present form or in improved quality, are 
needed in Palestine. The imports consisted mainly 
of cotton piece goods and cotton yarns, building 
materials, sugar, glass, motor cars, soap, gasoline 
and kerosene. Most of the imports came from 
England, India, Persia, Japan, France, and the 
United States. With the phenomenal growth of 
many Palestinian industries during this war, how- 
ever, it is to be expected that the geographic prox- 
imity between the two countries will more and more 
come to tell in th. mutual relations of trade. Apart 
from the products mentioned above, there should 
be an expanding market in Ethiopia for chemical 
and pharmaceutical products, tools and machine 
parts. There should be also some opportunity for 
economic cooperation between the United States 
and Palestine, especially with regard to the assembly 
of automobiles and airplanes. Already, Massaua on 
the Red Sea is assuming a major importance, because 
it is the Middle Eastern terminal for the inter-Afri- 
can airline which enters the African continent at 
Monrovia, Liberia. Monrovia and Massaua may 
well be called the pillars of the future American 
interest in Africa. 

If Ethiopia wants to hold her own as an inde- 
pendent nation in the future, she needs, however, 
more than mere trade. She stands in dire need of 
agricultural and industrial development. This goal 
can be achieved in two ways which are by no means 
mutually exclusive: through immigration on the 
one hand and education on the other. 

The need for migration outlets for Jews in Europe 
ind in neighboring Yemen is well known; it may soon 
become acute in Iraq. In Jewish immigrants, Ethi- 
opia might obtain a reliable and cohesive population 
element. From the Zionist point of view, proposals 
to direct Jewish immigration to Ethiopia would be 
a controversial issue. Yet, recognizing the para- 
mount place of Palestine, some may feel that a 
clearly defined Jewish settlement in Ethiopia, to 
the exclusion of large scale diversions elsewhere, 
might even strengthen the position of the Pales- 
tinian Jewish community. 
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Interesting as the prospects of immigration may 
be, the importance of education is still greater. The 
lack of general as well as technical education, if not 
remedied, will perpetuate the need to turn to foreign 
experts in many fields of economic and cultural 
endeavor and this, in turn, will carry with it the 
usual accompaniment of European colonization in 
the tropics: the virtual enslavement of the native 
population, irrespective of nominal sovereignty. 
Ethiopia has not resisted the Fascist armies to face 
a future such as this. She needs her own agrono- 
mists, hydrologists, chemists, doctors, and engineers; 
she needs agricultural and industrial cooperatives 
and skilled craftsmen; she needs soldiers versed in 
technical warfare. In order to achieve all this, she 
needs the spread of literacy and general instruction. 

It is here that Palestine can be of the greatest 
service to Ethiopia. Palestine is the foremost, if not 
the only, technical and educational center in the 
Near East. It can provide experts and teachers in 
many fields, of which soil conservation, irrigation- 
agriculture, road construction, electrical engineer- 
ing, architecture, health, and hygiene should be 
especially mentioned. It can provide the educa- 
tional institutions, such as the Hebrew University, 
the Technicum in Haifa, and the Daniel Sieff Insti- 
tute in Rehoboth, where young Ethiopians could 
prepare themselves for careers in their own country. 
In Palestine, they will find themselves in a con- 
genial geographic environment and in a linguistic 
atmosphere which is closely akin to their own. 

Palestine, finally, is the only country where the 
proper foundation for an independent Ethiopian 
system of education can be laid. Such an education 
hinges largely upon the development of Amharic 
as a modern tongue. At present, the Amharic lan- 
guage, although an age-old literary language, is not 
developed enough to serve as a vehicle for scientific 
thought and, as a result, ambitious Ethiopian youth 
are flocking to the Mission schools to learn English. 
Yet, instruction in a foreign language can never 
replace instruction in one’s mother tongue. What is 
to be done? Jewish Palestine has proven beyond 
doubt the adaptability of an ancient Semitic lan- 
guage for the conveyance of modern thought. There 
is no reason to believe that Amharic, so like Hebrew 
in many respects, should not be capable of a similar 
development. The Hebrew University, which is 
already one of the foremost centers of Orientalistic 
studies in the world, can also become the focal point 
for the literary revival of Amharic. It can prepare 
and edit such works as a historical and modern 
grammar of Amharic, a comparative grammar of 
Hebrew and Amharic, and a Hebrew-Amharic dic- 
tionary together with Amharic children’s books and 
Amharic textbooks in many fields. It can give in- 
comparable stimulation to the rising educational 
leaders of the Amharic people and become the 
mother institution of the future University of Ethi- 
opia. 
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S URE AS A MARINERS 


the House of Seagram adopted this 
creed: ‘‘Make finer whiskies ~ make 
them taste better!’ Because Seagram’s 
has practised this policy, sincerely 
and consistently since 1857, men 


Through storm and fog and sleet 
and black of night, the pilot puts 
his faith in a needle—a tiny mag- 
netic needle that fingers the way to 
safety Today faith... faith in the 
name on a label, is man’s surest and 
truest guide to pre-war whiskey 
quality. 

Four score and seven years ago, 


uy Seagram's 


COMPASS 


have learned to trust it through the 
years. Whiskies of such rare excel- 
lence and good taste as Seagram’s 7 
Crown and Seagram’s 5 Crown are 
autstanding examples of the 
Seagram tradition. 

To be sure of America’s finest 
whiskey in these uncertain days, 
you need only ask: ‘Is it Seagram’s?”’ 


td be SURE 


APS ually 


Seagram's 5 Crown Blended Whiskey.60% Grain Neutral Spirits. 86.8 Proof. Seagram's 7 Crown Blended Whiskey. 65% Grain Neutral Spirits. 86.8 Proof. 


Seagram-Distiliers Corporation. Chrysler Building. New York 
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Again? 


by Hayim Greenberg 


5 inst RUMOR mills of Cairo grind ceaselessly and 
turn out a continuous stream of reports concern- 
ing vital military and political questions. By this 
time, however, world opinion has taken the measure 
of the information from the Egyptian capital and re- 
gards it with well merited skepticism. Nevertheless, 
this does not mean that the political gossip datelined 
Cairo is always entirely without foundation. Some 
reports, at least, must be regarded as reflecting pro- 
posals and plans concerning which official circles de- 
sire to obtain a preliminary reaction of public opinion. 
It is possible, therefore, that the Cairo reports of the 
past several months concerning a British plan for 
a new partition scheme in Palestine constitute trial 
balloons released for some such purpose. 


The burden of these rumors is that Britain has 
reached a final, “definitive” decision to grant the 
Jews a State or Commonwealth in a part of Palestine, 
and either establish an independent Arab State in the 
remainder or annex it to a neighboring Arab State. 
One cannot say with certainty, of course, whether 
such a plan exists or, if it exists, how “definitive” a 
stage it has reached. It is significant, however, that an 
important non-Anglo-Saxon government has become 
aware, through its own channels, of the possibility of 
such a decision. It would be foolhardy on our part to 
ignore such a report, coming from several quarters 

At the present time, no serious discussions are be- 
ing held with Jews concerning Palestine’s future: we 
are told that there is no time, for “more important 
and greater matters” are at stake; but when the time 
comes we shall be treated “with full justice.” As a 
result, it is by no means impossible that one fine 
morning we shall be faced, if not with a fait accom- 
pli, then with the following quasi-ultimatum: either 
the Jews accept a promise of national self-govern- 
ment in a part of Palestine designated in advance— 
or the whole question will have to come up for re- 
consideration, with unpredictable consequences. If 
the “partition” question is being discussed so widely 
and so passionately in Palestine today, it is undoubt- 
edly because certain groups in the Jewish community 
have a “premonition”—based quite probably ‘on bet- 
ter information than we have here—that a new par- 
tition plan is more than a mere possibility. Under 
the circumstances, it would surely be bad policy to 
remain unprepared for a new partition proposal, or, 
on the other hand, to allow those who are to decide 
the issue to remain without any indication of Jewish 
attitudes on so vital a mater, 

When the partition plan was first broached in 
1937 there were some among us who hailed it en- 
thusiastically, but even they demanded more gener- 
ous frontiers and better conditions for the envisioned 


Jewish state. On the other hand there were categor- 
ical opponents. A third group was bitterly opposed 
to the plan, but felt compelled to accept it because 
they saw no better prospect under the political cir- 
cumstances of those times. The Peel Plan, as it was 
then known, was regarded by this group as an in- 
tegral part of a general scheme to protect the world 
from the danger of impending war by a series of 
appeasement manoeuvers at the expense of the 
weaker and smaller nations. In a sense, the Partition 
Plan was a precursor of Munich. Whatever one felt 
about the appeasement policy, it was plain that, at 
that time, it was the dominant political factor. Jews 
knew very well that their opinion could have no 
effect as against it. But today the circumstances are 
entirely different. Appeasement has long been dis- 
credited, and motives which compelled a number of 
us in 1937 and in 1938 to acquiesce against their 
will in the project to partition Palestine no longer 
have any foundation. Today it is reasonable to as- 
sume that, after Victory, such Great Powers as the 
United States, Soviet Russia, and Great Britain will 
not need to yield to blackmail threats on the part of 
their enemies or certain of their questionable allies. 
From this point of view, the political situation 
should not lead Jews to resign the full measure of 
their just political and territorial demands in Pales- 
tine, as might have been the case before the war. 


On the other hand, a mere dogmatic insistence 
on abstractly formulated demands on the part of 
Jews would be totally ineffective as a policy. We 
cannot come to the Powers and say simply: Give us 
what is ours by historic right. One need not deny 
the significance of what we call “historic rights” to 
understand that, even when recognized, they have 
only a conditional value. The traditions of the Jew- 
ish religion may obligate the faithful to believe that 
Jews should have much more than Palestine in its 
present limits, or even with Trans-Jordan added. 
When God made his pact with Abraham, he specifi- 
cally promised him the whole land between the Nile 
and the Euphrates. But such Divine credentials 
are obviously something apart from the criteria 
which must govern political decisions in the present 
epoch. Pious Jews will readily make peace with the 
idea that there are promises which only the Al- 
mighty can fulfill, in ways which no man can pre- 
sume to dictate. And if our historic rights are to be 
considered from a non-theological viewpoint, then 
one faces immediately a series of embarrassing ques- 
tions concerning the delimitation of the area which 
we are historically entitled to regard as Jewish. 
What, historically is “the whole of Palestine”? Is 
“Galilee of the Gentiles” really part of it or not? Is 
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Akaba (Ezion-Gever) an organic part of the historic 
Jewish State or not? To what extent is Trans-Jordan 
historically Jewish? How long must a region have 
been part of the Kingdom of the Jews, or been popu- 
lated predominantly by Jews, to be considered a part 
of Palestine, within its historic frontiers? Another 
question, also, must be faced. What would be our 
position today if there had remained no more than 
100,000 or 150,000 Jews in the world? Would we 
then also have the right to the whole of Palestine 
within its historic boundaries, or would we have to 
lower our demands? This hypothetical figure is not 
chosen completely at random, for this is approxi- 
mately the number of Icelanders, for whom an inde- 
pendent state has recently been set up. Nor is it an 
altogether inconceivable assumption. The kind of 
world we live in has been such that it is far from 
impossible that we should have been reduced to such 
a number. Of what value would our historic rights 
have been in such a case? 


I have raised such questions in order to emphasize 
the principle that we cannot base demands upon ab- 
stractions, upon dogmatic claims of justice; nor can 
we make a fetish of boundaries extending to every 
section of the Palestine area to which, on certain 
hypotheses, we can claim historic rights. Our claims 
must be based chiefly upon our need, upon the actual 
and the potential migratory pressure of large num- 
bers of Jews, desiring to build a home in that country 
which we began to resettle two generations ago. 
The area to which we are “entitled” in Palestine 
must be measured primarily by the extent of Jewish 
needs, both those which are apparent today and those 
which may become apparent tomorrow. It is with 
regard to these needs that we must be prepared to 
discuss proposals of partition in Palestine. 

* * * 


From one point of view, the end of the war will 
find us much weaker politically than we would have 
been, let us say, in 1941, before the mass slaughter 
of the largest Jewish communities in Europe began. 
Millions of Jews have been slain—and one of the 
results of that holocaust is that the sources of Jewish 
immigration to Palestine have been drastically 
drained. There is no longer the same population 
pressure, the same search for emigration outlets as 
existed a few years ago. The political consequences 
of this loss will be grave. In regard to Palestine, the 
millions of Polish, Lithuanian, and Rumanian Jews, 
with their dynamic urge towards Palestine, were a 
greater political force, despite their impoverishment 
and oppression at home, than the five million com- 
paratively wealthy and influential American Jews, 
without such a mass movement towards rehabilita- 
tion in Palestine. 

It should surpise no one therefore if we hear of- 
ficially the argument which has already been voiced 
privately both by Englishmen and Americans that, 
unhappily, there is no longer the same necessity 
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for large areas to absorb homeless or impoverished 
Jews as existed several years ago. It will be sug- 
gested that considering the numbers of immigrants 
who may have to be provided for, it will not be 
necessary to have the whole of Palestine. We must 
be prepared to answer, therefore, “for how many 
Jews” do we wish to have Palestine. 


If we may judge by reports of the number of Jews 
found in cities liberated by the Red Army, there have 
remained, literally speaking, only one in a city and 
two in a clan. Of course, one need not be a con- 
vinced and thoroughgoing Zionist to favor the 
speedy, systematic resettlement in Palestine of the 
great majority of Jews who will have survived the 
Nazi occupation. The reconstruction of Jewish com- 
munities in Eastern and Southern Europe and even in 
certain parts of Central and Western Europe will be 
so difficult and complex an undertaking that, for 
nine out of ten Jews in Europe, immigration to Pal- 
estine would be the most rational and constructive 
solution. Psychologically too, there will be the un- 
willingness to remain in places where such indescrib- 
able horrors and, above all, such deep humiliation 
have been suffered. And yet even if the bulk of all 
Jewish survivors in those parts of Europe are re- 
settled in Palestine, it would be unwarranted opti- 
mism to assume that large numbers will be involved. 
We shall be fortunate if, including the Jews of Hun- 
gary and Roumania, there will be one million to 
admit to Palestine. If this is what we mean by the 
need of Jews for Palestine, we cannot argue the 
existence of a very great population pressure—a fact 
which may very easily play into the hands of groups 
interested, for one reason or another, in partitioning 


Palestine. 
* * * 


But Zionism can never accept this criterion of our 
need for Palestine. Zionism was not created as a re- 
sult of the Nazi invasion of Europe, and it will not 
have fulfilled its mission by providing a new home 
for the Nazi victims. The unique Jewish problem, 
which Zionism analyzes, whose potentialities it prog- 
nosticates, and for which it offers a practical solu- 
tion, is not restricted to any land or to specific social 
conditions. Zionism offers a general analysis and 
prognosis which, in principle, may be applied to all 
countries where Jews live as small and easily distin- 
guishable minorities—in short to the whole “exile.” 
However bitter our feelings towards Germany, it 
would be a great error on our part to regard the 
cruel devastation wreaked upon us in the past few 
years as a specifically German phenomenon. The 
slaughter of several million Jews by Germany is not 
merely an incident in the criminal history of the 
Germans, or a result of a unique tension between 
Jews and Germans. It could never have happened if 
the seeds of the same complex had not been wide- 
spread outside German frontiers as well, and if there 
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had not been some specific tension between Jews and 
non-Jews everywhere in the world. 

This does not mean that we may look for mas- 
sacres and violent persecution in the future in every 
land where we live. It does mean that latent anti- 
Semitism is far greater than its manifestations, and 
that, under conditions over which Jews have very lit- 
tle control, the chronic disorder is liable to break out 
in the acute form. Nobody can predict the next out- 
break of this perennial disease, but the long, tragic 
story of “Israel among the Nations” gives us every 
right to a high degree of skepticism about the future. 
No reasonable man believes that the Allied victory 
will solve all the world’s problems; and so long as 
major problems remain unsolved, occasions may arise 
when we shall again be the first to suffer. Not Eng- 
land, nor the United States, nor Russia can give us a 
guarantee that in fifteen or twenty years, certain parts 
of the Jewish people may not find themselves in such 
a position that the opportunity to be received in a 
Jewish State would be highly welcome. 

When we speak of conditions capable of causing 
a need for Palestine, we cannot think only in terms 
of such a position as the Nazis created for the Jews 
in Europe. In fact, Zionism, in its gloomiest prog- 
noses, did not conceive of the possibility of so inhu- 
man a fate. Now, however, the Hitler treatment of 
the Jews has begun to make people feel that there 
can be no greater prospect of happiness for a Jew 
than merely to be let live. But the bulk of Jewish 
emigration for the past century was not a flight from 
Hitler slaughter; yet it was caused by real needs and 
objective compulsions. The same sort of need may 
very well appear in other parts of the Diaspora. In 
fact, it already exists in certain countries outside 
Europe. 

Turkey was not occupied by the Nazis, but in re- 
cent times it has become practically impossible for 
the Turkish Jews to remain there. There have been 
no important changes in the Turkish law, which 
formally still guarantees equal rights for all citizens 
of the country; but it is perfectly clear that Turkey is 
determined to get rid of the remainder of its ethnic 
and religious minorities. Let no one console himself 
with the thought that the Jewish situation is no 
worse than that of the Greeks or Armenians: they, 
too, by all the signs, will have to find some place to 
emigrate after the war—the Greeks probably to lib- 
erated Greece, and the Armenians to Soviet Armenia. 

It is quite apparent that the situation of substan- 
tial Jewish communities in Arabic-speaking North 
Africa, in Iraq, and particularly in Yemen, as well as 
in the non-Arab Moslem country of Iran, has also 
been deteriorating. It is true, of course, that these 
are countries where outside Powers can easily be 
called upon to see to it that Jews are treated “equit- 
ably.” But the social tension between Jew and non- 
Jew in such places is so acute that, regardless of 
governmental assurances given under international 


= 


19 








The Jewish Frontier 


wishes 


all its readers 


A Happy and Victorious 
New Year 




















SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


~ PHILLIES” 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 CIGAR 




















4 
BGIRDLES AND COMBINATIONS © FLEXATRE BRAS 








Compliments of 
MACK KAHN, President 
































20 


pressure, the Jewish situation will long be unbal- 
anced. Nationalism is on the increase in those 
countries and is taking an ever more chauvinistic 
turn. As a result, the Jews, with their distinctive 
mode of living, their special economic functions, and 
their “affinity” for western culture and civilization, 
are more and more regarded as a foreign element. 

Thus, even today, the number of probable candi- 
dates for resettlement in Palestine is much greater 
than the number of Jews who will survive in Europe. 
Only a prophet, capable of foreseeing whether or not 
other countries will be visited by social catastrophes 
for generations to come, could possibly give us 
assurance that similar zones of trouble will not 
appear, in the course of time. 

* * * 


From its very beginning Zionism never concerned 
itself solely with providing a place to receive Jews 
emigrating under the pressure of acute anti-Semitism. 
From the days of Herzl its aim was formulated 
as “A Jewish State for those Jews in various countries 
who cannot or do not wish to be assimilated.” This 
formulation underscored a dynamic process in Jew- 
ish life, arising not only from the need of a refuge 
for the persecuted and impoverished but also from 
the need for a congenial environment in which 
Jews would find it possible to express themselves 
more spontaneously and more creatively. It is as 
valid today as it was in 1896; in fact it is probably 
more appropriate to our situation than ever before. 

Our times have not only experienced crueler per- 
secution than the earlier generation, but, in addition, 
for those Jews who “do not wish to be assimilated,” 
the feeling of frustration grows ever sharper. The 
forces making for assimilation are much stronger and 
the power of the Jewish community to resist much 
weaker than a generation ago. It is obvious that 
nationalist sentiment and values of culture are much 
less powerful drives to emigration than economic 
necessity, or political or social pressure. Yet these are 
real motives and not mere abstractions, as is attested 
by the thousands of Jews who came to Palestine 
from various lands, including America, driven much 
more by inner than by outer compulsions. 

One cannot estimate how many Jews will wish to 
go to Palestine for “idealistic” reasons of this sort. It 
depends on how widespread and how strong is the 
wish for national survival among Jews—a factor 
which can hardly be measured. It will depend also 
on general conditions in Palestine, as well as in other 
countries. If living conditions and economic oppor- 
tunities should substantially improve in Palestine, it 
may become easier for many, who would like to go to 
Palestine, to live there undeterred by the “hardships” 
of a pioneer community. It is by no means impossi- 
ble, on the other hand, that in the United States, for 
example, a certain section of our community of five 
million Jews will find itself disappointed in the 
economic prospects that it had hoped to enjoy. Many 
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may conceivably be forced to take up a “lower” range 
of occupations than that they were previously en- 
gaged in, or hoped to be engaged in. If, also, the 
political status of Jewish Palestine should be sta- 
bilized, it might encourage many of those who “do 
not wish to assimilate” to immigrate to Palestine. 
It is possible therefore to conceive of a situation in 
which the number of those desiring to immigrate to 
Palestine for “idealistic” reasons would attain sig- 
nificant proportions. 

We come therefore to this conclusion: There is 
no reason to consider our potential immigrants, par- 
ticularly with respect to Palestine, as consisting solely 
of the economically uprooted from war ravaged Eu- 
rope. The Palestine problem must be considered not 
from the point of view of a definite number of Jew- 
ish war victims, but from the point of view of a 
whole people, possessing the will to establish a Na- 
tional Home for itself. Thinking in these terms, it 
is quite impossible to define today how many indi- 
viduals will, in the future, find themselves in need 
of Palestine, whether for economic, political, or 
“psychological” reasons. 

Thus, those who ask us for what Jews we need 
Palestine, must expect to be informed that we need it 
for an untold number of anonymous Jews located 
in places not all of which are presently identifiable. 
Such a reply would be far from an evasion or a para- 
dox; it is the natural, inevitable expression of the 
unique problem of the Jews, as we have come to 
know it over the past two thousand years. We are 
under no obligation to state categorically “how many 
Jews” we wish to settle in Palestine, nor whether we 
can colonize its whole area in a short time with the 
number of settlers who will have to be cared for on 
the morrow of victory. It may be that half of Pal- 
estine would be sufficient for the European Jews who, 
at that moment, will be prepared to embark at once 
for Palestine; but for the whole Jewish people, think- 
ing not in terms of a few years but of a substantial 
period, the whole of Palestine is not so large that we 
may light-heartedly contemplate partition. Nobody 
would be justified in regarding it as “baseless max- 
imalism” or a nationalistic caprice, if we demand a 
reserve zone for Jewish colonization in Palestine 
which we may not be able to settle in the few years 
immediately following the end of the war. 

* * * 

This is not a question of ideological stubbornness 
or of a fetishism of principles. It may be that our 
views will be very little regarded in the final decision 
on Palestine’s political destiny, that we shall not be 
consulted, or that we shall be consulted merely for 
form’s sake, so that certain promises made to us by 
high authority may be technically fulfilled. We may 
be faced with a situation in which opposition on our 
part to proposed “solutions” will have no significance, 
and “obduracy” may even become a danger. “All or 
nothing” may sometimes be a highly successful pol- 
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icy, but may also become an empty gesture leading to 
fatal results. Thus, a political situation may conceiv- 
ably arise in which to accept a part of Palestine, 
with smaller possibilities than we need or think we 
need, will be the only rational policy for Zionists. 
But, we must never deceive ourselves about what 
would be involved in such a decision and never for- 
get what we would sacrifice if we should find our- 
selves forced to submit to the partition of Palestine. 


At the time of the Peel Commission there were 
some who optimistically calculated that even the 
restricted area offered us then, if intensively devel- 
oped, could support millions of Jews. To be sure, 
this viewpoint could easily be maintained by logic, 
by selected facts, and particularly by comparisons 
with highly industrialized and densely populated 
countries. It would be pointless to argue whether 
these calculations meant anything or not. These are 
matters which are proved not by reasoning but by 
action. Technologically, of course, it is quite conceiv- 
able that Haifa should become a second Liverpool or 
New York. Whether it is historically possible de- 
pends not only upon Jewish skill and energy and 
industrial ability, but on finding foreign markets for 
the planned industries. It is within the realm of 
possibility, to be sure, that, in the course of events, 
such markets will be found. But to build our polit- 
ical decisions upon this possibility would be excep- 
tionally naive. 
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It is impossible, therefore, for any Jew to accept 
with equanimity a proposal whereby enough of Pal- 
estine will be cut off to form an Arab State there. 
If it were merely a question of certain boundary ad- 
justments, of ceding small sections of Palestine to a 
neighboring Arab State rather than carving out a 
complete Arab State within Palestine, this might be- 
come a basis for negotiations with responsible Jewish 
bodies in which, under certain circumstances, we 
should not show ourselves too stubborn. It is not the 
wholeness of Palestine as a matter of principle in 
which we are interested. We are concerned rather 
that in any territorial changes made in Palestine, 
the section which is set aside for a Jewish State shall 
be large enough and supplied with sufficient natural 
resources to satisfy the Jewish need for immigration 
and colonization, in so far as we can foresee its extent 
in the near and in the more distant future. 





Buy More 


WAR Bonps 
OMBS 




















HAPPY NEW YEAR 
1944-5705 


We are taking this opportunity 
to extend to our Jewish 
Friends and patrons our best 
wishes fora Happy and 
Prosperous New Year. 


“ws 








Pepsi-Cola is sanctioned by 
The Union of Orthodox Jew- 
ish Congregations of America 





- = 


Pepsi-Cola is made only by Pepsi-Cola Company, Long Island City, N. 5 
Bottled locally by Authorized Bottlers from coast to coast. 








22 


For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul?-—Mark 8:36 


- THE COURSE of a century and a half, modern 
socialism has weathered many a storm. At first 
sight it might appear that the crisis in which social- 
ism finds itself today is merely another of these inci- 
dents, though admittedly the worst to date. But such 
an estimate would, in my opinion, be a grave error. 
The present crisis is not just a passing phase of a 
forward-moving cycle of growth. The present crisis 
is the expression of a profound moral bankruptcy, 
of an inner collapse, from which there is no way 
out except by making a new beginning in a new 
direction. 

Until the Bolshevik revolution and the rise of 
fascist totalitarianism, socialism was regarded by men 
of good will as a great and noble ideal unfortunately 
unrealizable in this sinful world. The moral worth 
of the ideal was freely admitted; what was questioned 
was the possibility of ever attaining it. Socialists were 
arraigned by their opponents as well-meaning vision- 
aries who were misleading the ignorant masses with 
their far-fetched utopian schemes. 

Opposition of this kind the socialists could take 
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The Crisis of Socialism 


by Will Herberg 


and thrive upon. Charges of utopianism meant very 
little to them except as a spur to speed the day of 
victory and thus refute the skepticism of their oppo- 
nents. As long as they themselves believed, passion- 
ately and unquestioningly, in the moral worth of 
their goal, as long as they found it generally acknowl- 
edged by all decent people, there were no difficulties 
they could not surmount, no persecutions they could 
not sustain. 

How different is the picture today! No one today 
will accuse socialists or communists of advocating 
far-fetched utopian schemes. On the contrary, the 
trouble with socialism, we are told, is that it is only 
too practicable, only too real: “Look at Russia if you 
want to see it in operation. There you have your 
socialism, but there you have also the most ruthless 
dictatorship, the most grinding slavery, that mankind 
has experienced in centuries. That is what socialism 
leads to.” 

In other words, what is now being challenged is 
not the practicability but the moral worth of: the 
socialist goal. And it is being questioned not merely 
by the opponents of socialism but by every honest, 
thinking socialist. 

Here we have the full measure of the depth and 





PROGRESS AND 
AMERICAN MANAGEMENT 


e Under its American Management all divisions of General 
Aniline & Film Corporation are producing materials in heavy 
‘yolume for the armed services; limited supplies of products 
are also available to those industries heretofore served. 


GENERAL ANILINE & FILM CORPORATION 


GENERAL ANILINE WORKS DIVISION 
Dyestuffs and Chemicals 
General Dyestuff Corporation 
Sole Agents for Dyestuffs 
435 Hudson Street, New York 


ANSCO DIVISION 
Cameras, Film and Photographic Supplies 
Binghamton, New York 


OZALID DIVISION 
The Ozalid Processes of Reproduction 
Johnson City, New York 





7 











SEPTEMBER, 1944 


gravity of the present crisis of socialism. Socialism, 
the socialism with which Europe and America have 
been familiar for decades, is bankrupt: it has lost 
faith in its own ultimate worth. Party Communists, 
of course, have no such qualms; they glory in their 
degradation. But the socialist of integrity stands con- 
fused, demoralized, incapable of effective thought or 
action. How can he be sure that in working for his 
socialist goal he is not really preparing the way for 
a Hitler or laying the foundations for a Stalin? If he 
is at all honest with himself he must confess that 
the totalitarian collectivism on which the Russian 
and German regimes are erected bears an uncom- 
fortable affinity to certain aspects of his own socialist 
faith. I 


Socialism arose in the modern world as a protest 
against bourgeois society for enslaving man by turn- 
ing him into a thing, an instrument, a mere deper- 
sonalized adjunct of the machine. It held forth the 
vision of a social order in which “the free develop- 
ment of each will lead to the free development of 
all.”* It called for a revolutionary transformation 
of the economic system, for the replacement of pri- 
vate capitalism by socialism, in order to liberate man 
and allow him to develop to the full the powers and 
capacities of his personality. It saw clearly that as 
long as the workers are kept in economic insecurity 
and subjection, they cannot be free in any sense. 
Economic collectivism it regarded as necessary only 
in order to provide the basis for freedom and genuine 
personality under modern industrial conditions. This 
theme runs through most of Marx’s writings, particu- 
larly his early works; it is clearly formulated in his 
draft preamble of the French Socialist program, thus 
summarized by Engels:* 

The worker is free only when he is the owner of his 

own instruments of labor. This ownership can assume 

either the individual or the collective form. Since indi- 
vidual ownership is being abolished from day to day 


through economic development, there remains only the 
form of collective ownership. . . . 





*Karl Marx; The Communist Manifesto. 
? Ed. Bernstein: Die Briefe von Engels an Bernstein, p. 34. 
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The point is clear. Collectivism has no intrinsic 
value. It is not desirable on its own account. It is 
desirable only because it helps to asusre freedom. 
Freedom is the aim, the goal, the supreme value. 
Collectivism is, in the economic sphere, the means 
whereby that end may best be achieved. 

From the very beginning, however, another very 
different conception has made itself felt in socialist 
thought, a conception which converted collectivism 
from a means into an end-in-itself. In this view, col- 
lectivism is not merely an economic device to pro- 
mote freedom. It is a metaphysical principle, a 
quasi-religious dogma, a kind of higher existence 
transcending individual isolation and selfishness. The 
group, the community, the collectivity, is the true 
person; individual man is merely a poor, miserable 
fragment, an insignificant cell of the great social 
organism. In the ideal society of the future man will 
lose all sense of personality and will be absorbed 
into the group economically, socially and spiritually. 
His life will be collective life, his thoughts collec- 
tive thoughts, his feelings and aspirations the feel- 
ings and aspirations of the collectivity. In fact, a 
distinguished Marxist scholar once wrote that in the 
future communist society no guarantee of freedom of 
thought would be necessary since in that blessed 
state all men would naturally think and feel alike on 
all questions! 

To illustrate this conception of socialism I quote 
not from a German, not from a Russian, but from a 
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Briton. In his work Socialism and Government, 
Ramsay MacDonald wrote:° 

In the eyes of the state (MacDonald is here speaking of 
the socialist state) the individual is not an end in him- 
self but the means to “that far-off divine event to which 
the whole creation moves” . . . The state represents the 
political personality of the whole... . It thinks and 
feels for the whole. 

This is totalitarianism, of course; we would not be 
surprised to encounter it in the spoutings of some 
Nazi demagogue or prophet. Yet this was actually 
put forward by the spokesman of a democratic social- 
ist movement as a basic principle of modern socialist 
theory and met with but little opposition from those 
in socialist ranks. It is true that MacDonald’s work 
was widely criticized, especially on the Continent, 
for its non-Marxist views on matters economic and 
political, but its flagrant totalitarianism evoked virtu- 
ally no comment. Very similar sentiments, though 
couched in a different terminology, may in fact be 
found in the quite orthodox writings of Marxists 
throughout Europe and America. They all argue as 
if collectivism were of itself sufficient to establish 
the kingdom of heaven on earth, as if indeed the 
two were really identical. 

These two conceptions of socialism are quite ir- 
reconcilable in principle. But in actual socialist 
thought and feeling the conflict has rarely come to 
the surface. Socialists have continued to use liber- 
tarian language while actually thinking in terms of 
the totalitarian engulfment of the individual in the 
community. And when I say socialists I mean social- 
ists of all varietics, socialists of the Right, Center and 
Left—and with the socialists I would include most 
liberals and anarchists, although the last-named nat- 
urally prefer to worship the great Leviathan under 
the style of Society rather than the State. 

* * * 

Totalitarian socialism—and I do not hesitate to 
use this term for the conception that exalts collec- 
tivism into an end-in-itself and source of value—finds 
its inspiration in the Platonic Republic, in Hegelian 
and neo-Hegelian adoration of the Whole, in the 
regimented utopias of Fourier and Saint-Simon and 
in 19th century “organic” sociology. But its ulti- 
mate triumph is largely due to the fact that it early 
fell in with certain underlying trends in modern 
society as well as with the institutional and political 
needs of the socialist movement itself. 

Very clearly, the totalitarian-collectivist element 
in socialism has been strengthened through the rapid 
replacement of small-scale individual enterprise by 
large-scale “collective” economics. In our epoch, 
when the economic pattern becomes the paradigm 
of all social life, the diminishing significance of the 





*I have chosen Ramsay MacDonald to cite from because of his 
unusual directness of expression, but it should be noted that British 
socialism has been less affected by the totalitarian-collectivist per- 
version than most other socialist movements, thanks largely to the 
strong liberal-individualist tradition in British public life and to 
the religious strain (non-conformist Protestantism) in the British 
labor movement. 
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individual in economics inevitably tends to rob him 
of his importance in the entire scheme of things. 
The individual worker is nothing but a cog in the 
great industrial mechanism of mass-production; the 
individual stockholder is little more than an obscure 
cell in a great corporate organism. What standing 
then can individual man expect to have in the cosmos? 
What worth or significance can he lay claim to in 
comparison with the group, the collectivity? It be- 
comes rather absurd to make the enhancement of his 
puny personality the goal of our striving. It becomes 
worse than absurd; it becomes “anti-social” and “in- 
dividualistic’—a most grievous sin in “socialist” eyes. 

The exaltation of the collectivity at the expense of 
the individual personality has been greatly accel- 
erated by the repercussions of the democratic up- 
surge of the past century. Modern democracy is a 
concept pervaded with a radical ambiguity. On the 
one hand, it means civil and political liberty, protec- 
tion of the rights of man and the citizen, decisive 
participation of the “common man” in the selection 
and control of his rulers. But on the other hand, it 
may be taken to mean the mass-state, the deification 
of the masses as the source of all right and authority 
(“the voice of the people is the voice of God”), the 
destruction of all barriers to the violence of collec- 
tive passion and prejudice. According to the former 
view, the freedom of the individual is the very cor- 
nerstone of democracy; according to the latter, it is a 
blasphemous defiance of the deified People. It is 
this latter conception that totalitarian rulers have in 
mind when they speak of their regimes as “true 
democracies,” as “democracies in a higher sense.” In 
fact, the mass-state, rooted as it is in the dread of 
responsibility so characteristic of the mass mind, is 
the natural basis of the plebiscitary dictatorships 
afflicting the modern world. 

The cult of the collectivity, which in Plato and 
Hegel is frankly aristocratic, has thus been brought 
into accord with the modern democratic temper by 
making the People (the masses, the folk, the race, 
society, etc.) the object of its worship. In this form 
the collectivist mystique has become the very core 
of contemporary “social-mindedness.” 


The anti-personalist direction of modern socialism 
is fostered by still another fundamental tendency of 
our age—the spread of bureaucracy and the bureau- 
cratic spirit to every field of social life. How well 
calculated the “organic” concept, according to which 
society is everything and the individual nothing, is 
to serve as the philosophy of bureaucracy may be 
seen from the following quotation, again from Mac- 
Donald’s Socialism and Government: 

In the socialist state, all political functions must be 

specialized . . . and cannot be diffused throughout the 

whole of the community. What we need is the profes- 
sional politician. ... The work of the organic nervous 
system is paralleled in society by political functions; the 
function of the nervous system is to coordinate the body 
to which it belongs and enable it to respond to impres- 
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sions and experiences received at any point. It may also 
originate movements itself. Evidently, the individualist 
cannot admit any such differentiated organ in society. 
But the socialist, on the other hand, sees its necessity. 
Some organ must enable other organs and the mass of 
society to communicate impressions and experiences to 
a receiving center, must carry from that center impulses 
leading to action, must originate on its own initiative 
organic movements calculated to bring some benefit or 
pleasure to the organism. This is the socialist view of 
the political organ on its legislative and administrative 
sides. It gathers up experience, carries it to a center 
which decides corresponding movements and then car- 
ries back to the parts affected the impulse to action. 
The domination of society by permanent officials, 
professional administrators, “managers,” is thus pro- 
claimed to be as inherent in the nature of things, as 
natural and as desirable as the regulation of the 
human body by the nervous system! 


Corporate industrialism, mass democracy and the 
trend to bureaucracy all combine to sustain and pro- 
mote the totalitarian-collectivist bias of modern so- 
cialism. And the practical exigencies of socialism as 
a militant movement work in the same direction. 
Close organization, discipline and solidarity are cer- 
tainly indispensable to a movement fighting for 
power in the world of today, but no less certainly do 
they tend to curtail individual freedom and exalt the 
authority of the group and its leaders. Organization 
makes for bureaucracy; discipline for authoritarian- 
ism; solidarity for the submergence of the individual 
in the mass—in every case the tendency runs counter 
to the goals that socialism sets out to achieve. 

* * * 


Here we come to the very heart of the problem. 
The crisis in socialism is a moral crisis in which every- 
thing turns on the relation of means to ends. Social- 
ism is caught in the grip of an ever-present and ines- 
capable dilemma, which in one form or another reap- 
pears on every level of socialist thought and action. 
Perhaps the difficulty can best be formulated along the 
following lines. Means instituted to achieve a goal, 
no matter how effective they may be in serving their 
intended purpose, have a way of turning around and 
working in the other direction as well, creating con- 
ditions and releasing forces that run counter to the 
original aim and tend to defeat it. If I were to use a 
much abused terminology, I would say that the rela- 
tion between means and ends is dialectical, not only 
in the important sense that they act and react upon 
each other but in the still more important sense that 
their relation is one of tension and conflict so that any 
balance between them must necessarily be uneasy 
and precarious. 

Thus, to repeat a previous point in another form, 
economic collectivism possesses not simply a posi- 
tive libertarian but also a negative totalitarian poten- 
tial. It harbors within itself two sets of forces, those 
making for freedom and those making for slavery. 
Attempt to throw one set into action, and you inev- 
itably release the other as well. 
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On an even more elementary level, the first step 
in the realization of any social goal is organization? 
But organization too has this double potential. 
Without organization nothing can be accomplished. 
Yet, the very act of organization, as I have already 
suggested, sets in motion processes that threaten the 
goal, if that goal is the socialist goal of freedom. For 
organization, even the simplest, necessarily creates 
two categories, the leaders and the led, never quite 
interchangeable and therefore never quite on a par 
in power and privilege. Here we have in embryo— 
and how fast the embryo grows!—the authoritarian 
hierarchy that finds its culmination in the totalitarian 
leadership principle or in the initiative-killing drill- 
yard discipline that characterized German social- 
democracy and contributed so materially to its down- 
fall. You cannot have the advantages of organization 
without its dangers. 


Under modern conditions, social goals are hardly 
to be achieved without the exertion of political 
power. It is one of the enduring teachings of Marx 
that to be effective the socialist movement must be 
in some sense a political movement, preoccupied with 
the acquisition and employment of power. But does 
it need much argument to prove that preoccupation 
with power tends to vitiate the very ends for which 
power is sought? The conditions under which power 
is acquired, the ways in which it is used, the effect 
it has on the organizations and people who habitu- 
ally exercise it, are hardly such as to encourage the 
moral idealism that must animate a new socialist 
order. Power is a two-edged sword that may maim 
and destroy its wielder. And yet can socialism abjure 
the struggle for power? 

The struggle for power in the present-day world 
is a mass struggle, the clash of the massed forces of 
society. In order to rouse the masses to fighting pitch, 
socialism is led to cultivate hatred, fanaticism and 
intolerance as militant virtues; to stir up envy, sus- 
picion and ill will among men. In the interest of 
the class strugggle it is tempted to exploit the dark 
demonic passions of the human soul. And to what 
end? In order to gain the power to inaugurate upon 
earth the kingdom of human solidarity and good will! 
Was ever a social movement caught in so fatal a 
contradiction? Hatred has an inexorable logic of its 
own, a logic of destruction and self-destruction. And 
yet can the struggle for power be waged in a spirit 
of humanity and love? 

Such are the dilemmas that arise at every turn, at 
every level of theory and practice, wherever means 
are used to realize ends. The great defect of tradi- 
tional socialism, it seems to me, has been its utter 
failure to grasp this problem in its full amplitude or 
even to recognize that there is a problem at all. 
Socialism has never really understood the ambivalent, 
contradictory relation of means to ends. Socialists 
have generally tended to take for granted that once 
appropriate means are set into motion, everything 
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will take care of itself. If such means are applied 
with vigor, intelligence and determination, under 
not unfavorable external conditions, the goal will be 
reached and no untoward by-products need be feared, 
except accidentally and incidentally. Today we know 
only too well how dangerously naive this notion is. 

But the difficulty exists whether it is recognized 
or not. How has socialism in fact dealt with it? By 
systematically sacrificing ends to means whenever 
the two come into conflict. The dilemma is resolved 
by the device of suppressing one of its members— 
the principal one at that—under cover of a few pious 
phrases and scholastic formulas. Initiated in this way, 
the process moves inexorably on: ends give way to 
means, means of a higher order give way to those 
of a lower—the moral level of the movement sink- 
ing uninterruptedly all the while. 

Freedom is sacrificed to collectivism. Individual 
initiative and autonomy to effective organization. 
Intellectual independence to the regimentation of 
discipline. Organizational democracy to bureaucracy 
and efficient leadership. Moral principles to prac- 
tical necessity. And everything to power politics... 
all with the best of intentions, of course, all in the 
name of the very highest ideals. 

Let me make it quite clear that I am not making 
this criticism in a spirit of self-righteous perfection- 
ism. I know very well that although collectivism, 
organization and power gravely imperil the values 
that give meaning to socialism, socialism cannot do 
without them if it is to be more than an idle dream. 
What I am here condemning is not the attempt to 
adjust principles to practical needs, for without some 
such attempt, however difficult and unsatisfactory, 
life itself is impossible. What I am condemning is 
the irresponsible refusal to face the moral issues 
involved in such conflict and adjustment. It is the 
easy, untroubled conscience that I find so disturbing: 
I cannot help seeing how neatly it plays into the 
hands of power-mad politicians. 

* * * 


Why has socialism been unable to resist this cor- 
ruption? I venture to say it is because it has lacked 
the resources of an adequate ethic. Modern social- 
ism—-particularly Marxism—has been rather scorn- 
ful of ethics and ethical systems, priding itself on its 
alleged scientific character which presumably enables 
it to dispense with moral imperatives. It has pre- 
ferred an extreme moral relativism according to 
which good and evil are constituted by shifting class 
interest. Whatever serves the “interest of the prole- 
tariat” is good; whatever runs counter to that inter- 
est is evil. Everything, literally everything, is per- 
mitted if only it promotes the “proletarian class 
struggle.” If we recall how inevitably the interest 
of the proletariat is identified with the interest of 
the “party of the proletariat” and the triumph of the 
party, we can see what the upshot of such an atti- 
tude must necessarily be. Party interest—power for 
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the party and its leaders—becomes the ultimate, 
indeed the only criterion of right and wrong. Bol- 
shevik amoralism is simply the culmination, brutally 
frank and consistent, of the ethical relativism that in 
one way or another is common to all schools of mod- 
ern socialism. 

A genuine ethic is simply the expression, perhaps 
even the foundation, of one’s basic orientation to 
man and the universe. In attempting to do without 
an ethic transcending interest, therefore, modern 
socialism has also attempted to do without religion. 
Culturally socialism was the heir of bourgeois ra- 
tionalism and materialism; politically it found itself 
in desperate conflict with the church, which until 
quite recently was undeniably a bulwark of reaction. 
In any case, modern socialism has developed largely 
outside the orbit of traditional religion. Its attitude 
has varied from the rancorous hatred of early Bol- 
shevik “militant atheism” to the diplomatic evasion 
of European social-democracy, but with the signifi- 
cant exception of Great Britain, it has never felt the 
urge to look to our religious heritage for inspiration 
and spiritual sustenance. 

Is socialism then without a faith? By no means; 
no great social movement is possible without some 
faith. Although it has turned its back on Judaism 
and Christianity, socialism has not dispensed with 
religion as such. It has simply replaced these his- 
torical faiths with a religion of its own. This reli- 
gion is the neo-Hegelian creed of Dialectical Mate- 
rialism under a number of variant forms in which 
God—the “great force not ourselves making for 
righteousness” (i.e., victory )—appears as the Dialec- 
tic, Progress, History, Social Evolution, Economic 
Necessity, etc. Indeed, it is primarily as a theology 
that Dialectical Materialism is of interest in the his- 
tory of ideas. This is hardly the place to attempt to 
assess its permanent contributions to philosophy, 
which may turn out to be by no means inconsider- 
‘able, but it is clear that it is essentially a type of 
hylozoistic pantheism: all is matter hierarchically 
organized, but matter endowed with the principle 
of activity, with “life”; the All is God. As such, 
Dialectical Materialism is subject to all the objections 
to pantheism and hylozoism and to not a few more 
On its own account. But what is more important in 
our connection is not its philosophical soundness 
but its theological function. As a theology it serves 
to “justify God’s ways to man”; to vindicate the 
aims and to idealize the activities of the movement; 
above all, to secure its values by guaranteeing the 
ultimate triumph of its cause. 

Dialectical Materialism reveals the hidden god of 
the socialist religion to whom the true believer may 
confidently look for ultimate victory despite passing 
difficulties and defeats. But an invisible god is gen- 
erally too abstract and remote for the uses of every- 
day life and so this god has been brought down to 
earth in a form that modern man can readily under- 
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stand and worship—the great god Power. The Dia- 
lectic prescribes the course of World History and 
“Weltgeschichte ist Weltgericht.” Only World His- 
tory can decide who is right, only ultimate success 
can vindicate the justice of our cause. Whatever has 
to be done to assure its triumph will be justified in 
the outcome. In fact, the only true moral agent is 
power, for only power can gain a hearing before the 
court of World History. Ultimate Might makes 
Ultimate Right. Thus neatly do the ethics and the 
religion of Power supplement each other. 


From the Judaeo-Christian standpoint, of course, 
the cult of Power is a particularly detestable form 
of idolatry; it is devil worship in its modern form. 
How strange that socialism, which drew its original 
inspiration from the social humanitarianism that is 
but a secularized version of the Judaeo-Christian 
ethic of love, should have reached the point where 
it bows in adoration before the Enemy of God and 
Man. Surely the most illuminating commentary on 
the fate that has overtaken socialism is to be found 
in Dostoevsky’s profound parable, The Legend of the 
Grand Inquisitor, in The Brothers Karamazov. It is 
the Grand Inquisitor, the guardian of the people 
and the defender of the faith, who feels compelled 
to send the returning Christ to the stake! 


II 

If my analysis of what has happened to socialism 
is at all valid, ic must have some bearing on what 
the socialism of the future can do to avoid the same 
appalling fate. I think the following remarks on 
the subject may be ventured. 

1. Socialism must be perfectly clear as to its ulti- 
mate goal and must never permit its vision of that 
goal to be obscured for any reason whatsoever. The 
aim of socialism is to create such economic and social 
conditions as will secure and enhance the freedom 
of the individual. The only consistent alternative to 
this view is the conception according to which the 
socialist ideal is a sort of super-slave state in which 
everyone is well-fed, well-housed and well-clad 
through the ministrations of a benevolent despotism. 
Between these two conceptions the crucial choice 
must be made. I will proceed on the assumption 
that the former is our notion of what socialism is 
out to achieve. 

2. Under- present-day conditions, the alternative 
is not, as it once perhaps was, between “free” capi- 
talism and socialist collectivism. “Free” enterprise in 
the traditional sense is already a thing of the past. 
Our economic life is becoming daily more collectiv- 
ized, daily more subject to social control and state 
regulation. In certain countries, in certain industries, 
in certain areas, this process has gone further than in 
others but everywhere it is obviously under way. 
And the process is irreversible. There is no more 
fatuous utopianism than the belief that either Amer- 
ica or the world can return to the capitalism of a 
century ago. 
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The alternative is not between a “free” capitalism 
and socialist collectivism; collectivism in some form 
is here and is here to stay. The alternative that now 
confronts mankind is between totalitarian collec- 
tivism and democratic collectivism. Is the Russian 
road the only road collectivism can take? If it is, 
then mankind is doomed to decades, perhaps cen- 
turies, of slavery, corporeal and spiritual. Such may 
be our fate, but it need not be. It is true, and we 
should face the fact in all its implications, that col- 
lectivism in its very nature operates powerfully to 
promote totalitarianism. The odds are thus greatly 
against us, but there is a chance. Democratic col- 
lectivism is possible. Lewis Corey has rendered a 
very great service by his attempt to outline with care 
the economic and political foundations of a demo- 
cratic collectivist society. A pluralistic economy, 
avoiding the concentration of economic control in 
the hands of the state by distributing it among a 
variety of public and quasi-public institutions and 
even, as in agriculture and trade, among private 
enterprisers, is his basic conception. A new system 
of checks and balances, based on the effective social 
power of such voluntary non-state associations as 
trade unions, is another aspect of his program. I cer- 
tainly do not insist that Corey’s ideas are the only 
practicable ones, but he has at the very least clearly 
formulated the problem and given some indications 
as to the direction in which a solution is to be sought. 

It is interesting that Nicolas Berdyaev, the dis- 
tinguished Russian theologian-philosopher, reaches 
almost the same conclusion in his recent work, 
Slavery and Freedom,’ although he and Corey are 
poles apart in general outlook. Berdyaev urges 

a pluralistic economy, that is to say, a combination of 

nationalized economics, socialized economics and per- 

sonal economics, insofar as it does not admit capitalism 
and exploitation. ... 

He also calls for 

decentralization and federalism and a fight against cen- 

tralized monstrosities. . . . Only decentralization can 

ward off the danger of the development of bureaucracy. 

3. Collectivism is economic, an economic device 
to enhance the possibilities of personal freedom for 
the great mass of the people. It is not a “higher” 
form of existence valid at all levels of life. “Only 
economics can be socialized,” Berdyaev well says, “the 
spiritual life cannot, nor can the consciousness and 
conscience of man. The socialization of economics 
ought to be accompanied by the individualization of 
men and women... .” The mystical cult of col- 
lectivism is the sworn enemy of democratic socialism; 
it leads straight to totalitarianism. Socialism more 
than any other social order must preserve a rigid and 
inviolable distinction between the things that are 
Caesar’s and the things that are God’s—between 
what society may legitimately interfere with and 
what is inalienably the domain of the individual con- 





“Lewis Corey: The Unfinished Task (1942). 
® Nicolas Berdyaev: Slavery and Freedom (1944). 
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science—for in no other social order is the boundary 
so easily transgressed. 

4. All this adds up to what might be called per- 
sonalist socialism, socialism rooted in the ethical 
philosophy of personalism. In this philosophy, per- 
sonality is the supreme value in the universe and the 
self-realization of personality the supreme law.’ 

The entire world (writes Berdyaev) is nothing in com- 

parison with human personality, with the unique person 

of a man, with his unique fate. ... Man, human per- 
sonality, is the supreme value, not the community, not 
collective realities such as society, nation, state, civiliza- 
tion, church. This is the personalist scale of values. 
Society is not an organism, it is not a being or a per- 
sonality. The reality of society consists in the personal- 
ities themselves. .. . The enslaving power of society 
over human personality is the outcome of the illusion of 

objectivization. Society is presented as though it were a 

personality of a higher hierarchical degree than the per- 

sonality of man. But this makes man a slave. . . . Sociol- 
ogists who affirm the primacy of society over the indi- 
vidual are in fact reactionaries. 

The personalist creed is in essence the Judaeo- 
Christian doctrine of the transcendent worth of the 
human soul. It is the Kantian precept that every 
human being is an end in himself and not merely 
a means to some external purpose. It is the view 
championed by the young Marx when he protested 
against the Verdinglichung of man in bourgeois 
society. It is the core of every ethical philosophy that 
takes man’s moral life seriously. 

A socialism genuinely rooted in the philosophy of 
personalism could hardly become the vehicle of 
totalitarian power politics. Nor could it easily be 
betrayed into sacrificing its human values for the 
sake of security, power or expediency. Whatever else 
might be its fate, it would not lose its soul. 

5. The personalist philosophy is at bottom a reli- 
gious philosophy. And so personalist socialism would 
naturally not share the anti-religious bias with which 
modern socialism is still burdened. On the contrary, 
personalist socialism would find itself profoundly at 
one with the essential spirit of Judaism and Chris- 
tianity. In the resources of this faith it would find 
a deeper understanding of the nature and destiny of 
man as well as a vantage point under the aspect of 
eternity from which to meet the perplexing prob- 
lems, the difficulties .and contradictions, that con- 
front an essentially moral crusade such as socialism 
when it is compelled to fight its battles in the world 
with the weapons of the world. 

* * * 

Increasing numbers of sensitive people, shocked by 
the moral disintegration of the contemporary world, 
can no longer be content with the glib, hollow 
phrases, with the once plausible half-truths that his- 
tory has turned into dangerous falsehoods. They 
are searching for something deeper and more funda- 





*It should hardly be necessary to say that self-realization of 
personality is utterly different from selfishness. As Berdyaev points 
out, the highest reach of personal self-realization is sacrificial 
service to others. 























SEPTEMBER, 1944 


mental, and their searchings seem to take them all 
in the same general direction. Ignazio Silone’s long, 
painful pilgrimage from communism to primitive 
Christianity is both symptomatic and symbolic of the 
new drift. If indeed the seed is there beneath the 
snow, waiting for the hard winter to pass in order to 
spring into life, it is the seed of a new spirituality 
in which all that is best in socialist idealism will be 
absorbed and transfigured. 
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The Committee Discovers a Cure-all 


by Ben 


} ow AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, like an un- 
happy spirit in Limbo, has returned to the discus- 
sion of post-war political problems with its fellow- 
Jews on several occasions since its withdrawal from 
the American Jewish Conference. With each appear- 
ance on the scene, its voice has seemed more hollow 
and ghost-like, and its words have had less relation to 
reality. 

The first occasion for political statements by the 
Committee was the introduction of the Congressional 
Palestine resolutions. At that time the Committee, in 
common with other Jewish opponents of the Jewish 
Commonwealth resolutions, argued for a substitute 
declaration in favor of immigration and free land 
sales in Palestine, unrestricted by political barriers 
against Jews. Only the self-blinded, however, could 
fail to perceive that such a reversal of the White 
Paper policy would be impossible without a prior 
political decision, to permit and encourage Jewish 
immigration even beyond the point—which might 
quite possibly be reached in a very early phase of 
post-war reconstruction—where it would lead to a 
Jewish majority. 

The Committee has now made itself heard on an- 
other post-war problem: the future status of Jews in 
Europe. The attitude of the Committee is set forth in 
an article by Morris D. Waldman entitled “Beyond 
‘National Self-Determination’,’ which was _pub- 
lished in the June-July issue of the Contemporary 
Jewish Record. While the responsibility for the 
views expressed has thus been assumed by an in- 
dividual, Mr. Waldman’s position in the Committee 
is sO important, and so much publicity has been 
given to his article in the press and in the columns 
of journalists friendly to the Committee, that it must 
be regarded as at least a tentative statement of the 


American Jewish Committee’s stand. 


Briefly stated, Mr. Waldman’s thesis is as follows: 

1. It is the common purpose of all to establish the 
kind of international institutions which, while pre- 
serving the peace, would “respect and guarantee the 
rights of ethnic, religious and cultural minorities to 
economic livelihood, to equal opportunity for educa- 
tional and cultural development (along the lines of 
their own tradition), and to political equality.” 

2. The attempt to achieve this purpose after the 
First World War by means of “minorities treaties” 
proved to be impracticable. The newly established 
racial states oppressed their minorities. On the other 
hand, “ethnic minorities in the several countries vir- 
tually assumed the character of political national- 
ities,” and “ethnic segments in certain countries” fos- 
tered irredentist movements which “led to serious 
tensions and contributed measurably to the outbreak 
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of the present World War.” In fine, “the treaties, the 
state constitutions and the guarantees of the League 
of Nations did not solve these problems; on the con- 
trary, they aggravated them.” 

3. Ergo, the way to do away with racial oppression 
and ensure a happy post-war future for the Jews in 
Europe would be “to blot out the race-state idea and 
to abolish the very concepts of ‘national majority’ 
and ‘national minority’.” Instead, “something in the 
nature of an international bill of rights must be 
adopted for the protection of all human beings as 
such rather than their protection as either a majority 
or a minority, buttressed by international safeguards 
more effective than the guarantees of the Treaty of 
Versailles and collateral treaties.” 

* * * 


I have deliberately outlined Mr. Waldman’s views 
as Closely as possible in his own verbiage, because any 
attempt to express his ideas in more precise language 
would unavoidably leave a ludicrous impression. Mr. 
Waldman devotes several pointless paragraphs to an 
earnest plea for clearer terminology and it is a pity he 
did not apply his own advice to the present article, 
for then we might have been spared this gratuitous 
exercise in double talk. 

No more is needed than to examine the substan- 
tive meaning of “minority rights,” which Mr. Wald- 
man repudiates, and of the “international bill of 
rights,” which he offers as an alternative. The “mi- 
norities’ provisions” (closely patterned on the Amer- 
ican Bill of Rights and other Western democratic 
constitutions) guaranteed protection of life and lib- 
erty, freedom of religion, and equal civil and political 
rights for all inhabitants of a territory, without dis- 
tinction of birth, nationality, race or religion. Prac- 
tically the same clauses are proposed as the substance 
of an International Bill of Rights in the Fourth Re- 
port of the (Shotwell) Commission to Study the Or- 
ganization of the Peace—and it is quite evident that 
this is the model which Mr. Waldman has in mind in 
proposing an International Bill of Rights. To this ex- 
tent, certainly, he is asking us to substitute Tweedle- 
dum for Tweedledee. 

In addition to the above catalogue of rights for all 
inhabitants of a territory, the Commission to Study 
the Organization of the Peace has stated it will dis- 
cuss in a forthcoming publication special guarantees 
to minority groups of the right to preserve their own 
language and culture, to have equal educational op- 
portunities, and similar rights. Clauses such as these 
were included in the old minorities treaties, in addi- 
tion to the more general clauses taken over from 
Western bills of rights. The first session of the 
American Jewish Conference, with the concurrence 
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of the American Jewish Committee at that time, 


adopted a program calling for both an International 
Bill of Rights and special guarantees for minorities, 
including protection of their cultural rights. How 
does Mr. Waldman stand on these special clauses 
today? 

It would be exaggerating to say that I can read 
Mr. Waldman’s mind on this subject very clearly. 
He talks about the “exchange of an international bill 
of rights for the ‘national self-determination’ prin- 
ciple and the collateral principle of ‘rights of national 
minorities’.”* Since, as we have seen, the only sub- 
stantive difference between the two are the special 
guarantees of linguistic and cultural rights in the 
minorities’ treaties, one might reasonably conclude 
that the “exchange” which Mr. Waldman recom- 
mends means simply the repudiation of those cul- 
tural and linguistic rights. But, elsewhere in the 
article, Mr. Waldman emphatically endorses “un- 
grudging tolerance” of minority cultures. In fact, he 
says, “the most effective way to nullify the political 
character of nationality minorities is to tolerate, even 
foster, their cultural freedom.” 

“To foster” is a pretty strong expression, but it 
might conceivably mean no more than the right to 
maintain, by voluntary contributions and without any 
status in public law, such religious and cultural insti- 
tutions as Jews have here in America. But Mr. Wald- 
man—with plenty of equivocation, to be sure—hints 
at much more far-reaching arrangements. 

“,.. there is no such thing as individual freedom sep- 
arated from association with others, especially those 
others who have common social and cultural interests. 
To protect the cultural, religious and linguistic rights of 
the individual necessarily means that the associated 
rights of all persons who have a common culture, reli- 
gion and language must be protected. For these rights 
mean nothing unless they are enjoyed in association. 
The problem, then, is to permit the preservation of the 
integrity of the nationality without investing it with the 
character and form of a political association.”* 

To be sure, there is no outright mention of actual 
“guarantees” to provide the “protection” advocated; 
but these words unquestionably point in the general 
direction of special guarantees for minority languages 
and cultures. 

It is interesting that Mr. Waldman writes of lin- 
guistic and cultural rights as rights implying associa- 
tion. This is also true of the few remarks on this sub- 
ject contained in the above-mentioned Fourth Report 
of the Shotwell Commission. It is a fair guess, there- 
fore, that when that Commission formulates its 
clauses on cultural and linguistic rights, and other 
rights in association, Mr. Waldman and the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee will be able to tell us more 
clearly what they are after on this point. Possibly 
they hope to come out for guarantees of “rights in 
association” for ethnic groups under a general for- 
mula merging protection of language and culture 





* All italics mine. B.H. 
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with “rights of association” for political non-con- 
formists, cooperatives, and trade unions. 

In any case, it appears that substantively there is 
no major difference between the catalogue of rights 
guaranteed by the “minorities’ treaties” and the rights 
which will be internationally protected in Mr. Wald- 
man’s brave, new world. At most, we shall have got 
rid of the name “minority”; and this, quite evidently, 
is regarded in Committee circles as the crux of the 
matter. 

* * * 

Thus, we hear that “an international bill of rights, 
through a substitute for minorities treaties, would go 
far beyond the protection of those belonging to mi- 
nority populations. It would cover the rights of all 
human beings, as persons, including those belonging 
to majority populations.” If these words mean any- 
thing at all, they imply first, that there would be in- 
ternational enforcement of a bill of human rights, 
not only in regions of mixed nationality where the 
minorities treaties applied, but also in the United 
States, South America, the British Empire, the Soviet 
Union, and China; secondly, that international au- 
thorities would, in practice, intervene not only when 
minorities were persecuted but in any case of the 
breach of civil liberties. 

Obviously, Mr. Waldman does not really mean 
that the United States, for example, will submit to 
international supervision of its protection of civil 
rights. 

Nor does he really suppose that international 
authorities will actually take the responsibility for 
enforcing civil liberties guarantees in any and every 
case of violation. The Shotwell Commission Report 
defines quite clearly under what conditions inter- 
national authorities would act to “enforce” civil lib- 
erties: only when violations constituting a threat to 
international peace occur—that is, concretely speak- 
ing, in cases of majority-minority conflict so serious 
that the majority of the Council-of Nations, and all 
the Great Powers, would feel that intervention was 
necessary. In practical effect, this falls far short of 
the scope of the minorities’ treaties, rather than going 
far beyond them. 

To sum up: If exercised at all, international en- 
forcement of the bill of rights would apply only to 
regions of mixed nationality, and, within those re- 
gions, only to cases of majority-minority conflict. Es- 
sentially the scope as well as the substance of Mr. 
Waldman’s suggested “substitute” is the same as that 
of the original. But we should be rid of the name 
“minority” which the American Jewish Committee 


finds so invidious. 
* > * 


There is a further side to Mr. Waldman’s argu- 
ment, which is not only incorrect but betrays a rather 
curious lack of good taste. The real purpose for 
which this strange composition was written was, ap- 
parently, to express the Committee’s dislike for cer- 
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tain ways different from its own, in which Eastern 
European Jews (and the bulk of American Jewry 
which traces its descent to Eastern Europe) were ac- 
customed to think. Mr. Waldman’s article is a com- 
plaint against such words and conceptions as “na- 
tional,” “self-determination,” “minority,” and, partic- 
ularly, “political.” In his partisan zeal, Mr. Wald- 
man rarely stops to consider what are the realities be- 
hind the phrases he assails. 


The chief complaint Mr. Waldman has to make in 
his article is not against the Nazis or against the 
Polish and Rumanian and other regimes who trod 
underfoot their obligations to respect minorities’ 
rights; it is against the minorities themselves, who, he 
charges, share a considerable part of the blame for 
the present war. We may pass over what he has to 
say about the irredentist movements among minor- 
ities, because everyone knows that there were, and 
could be, no such movements among Jews. What- 
ever may have been the share of such movements in 
bringing on the war, that question has no relation to 
Jews and to the status they should obtain in post-war 
Europe. Mr. Waldman complains, however, that 
Jews, like other ethnic groups in Eastern Europe, 
were organized and active politically on behalf of 
their own interests. There were a variety—from 
socialist to conservative-clerical—of Jewish as well as 
Polish and Ukrainian parties in Poland. This Mr. 
- Waldman finds detestable. There is no such thing in 
the United States, he intimates, and, if the American 
Jewish Committee has its way, there will be no such 
thing in Europe after the war. 

There would be no point in arguing with Mr. 
Waldman about history, in pointing out that the 
nationalities in Eastern Europe—Jews included— 
were concentrated within each state in provinces or 
counties or cities where they were frequently the 
majority and where they had lived for centuries. 
History is a trifling matter for this spokesman of the 
American Jewish Committee. Mr. Waldman con- 
tends that national consciousness and loyalties are 
only historical acquisitions and not instincts, and in- 
stincts alone are “indestructible.” But there is one 
point at which even Mr. Waldman seems to realize 
that his argument is extremely weak, and where his 
defense of his position seems far from honest. 
Throughout, he implies that the existence of Jewish 
parties in Eastern Europe was somehow tied up with 
the minorities treaties, and that by substituting an 
international bill of rights such parties would be ef- 
fectively prevented from once more arising. 


Mr. Waldman knows that this is not so. He spe- 
cifically notes that “the minorities treaties did not 
provide for recognition of minorities as political en- 
tities or parties within the general body politic.” Con- 
ditions, not words, brought it about that Eastern Euro- 
pean party politics were organized not only according 
to economic interests and political ideology, but also 
by nationality and religion. Mr. Waldman is either 
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obtuse or disingenuous when he repeatedly suggests 
that by substituting an international bill of rights for 
the minorities treaties we could alter the structure of 
political parties in Eastern Europe. That is utter non- 
sense: if other conditions remain more or less the 
same, political parties will develop along the same 
lines in post-war as in pre-war Eastern Europe, what- 
ever the words in the constitution. 

What were the conditions which caused political 
parties to be organized as they were in Eastern 
Europe? Ethnic minorities in Eastern Europe organ- 
ized politically, among other reasons, because they 
were oppressed by ethnic majorities. And one should 
not be too free with the example of America: our 
own minorities—notably the Negroes—have on oc- 
casion gone quite far in political organization and 
activity, and if there is continued discrimination in 
the future they will undoubtedly go still farther. 

* * * 

Mr. Waldman has chosen a peculiarly inappropri- 
ate time for this attack on the customs and beliefs of 
Jews in Eastern Europe. From day to day we hear of 
cities being liberated in Ukraine, Lithuania, White 
Russia, Poland—those places where Eastern European 
Jews dwelt in concentrated masses before the war. In 
Odessa, Kiev, Minsk, Pinsk, Vilna, Grodno, where 
hundreds of thousands of Jews lived, American jout- 
nalists assigned to the Eastern Front have found 
three, or ten, or eleven survivors. The attention of 
all Jews and of high-ranking allied statesmen is fixed 
today upon the last hope for saving the Jews surviv- 
ing in Southeastern Europe: the hope that somehow 
it may be possible to evacuate them before they are 
all delivered to Hitler. In the light of this situation, 
of which Mr. Waldman surely had some inkling 
when he wrote his article, what suitable description 
can one give of the state-of-mind which produced the 
following comments: 

“To imply . . . that this people (the Jews) scattered 
throughout Europe, having no territory of their own, 
must leave Europe and settle elsewhere in a territory of 
their own, is a capitulation to the race-state idea. It 
would lead to an even more revolting result, bad for the 
Jews and bad for Europe—capitulation to the Nazi 
theory that Europe must be made judenrein. (Bad for 
Europe because the Jews are an indispensable element in 
the economy of Europe)” (sic!) ? 

Words can easily become a poison that paralyzes 
the mind. It is not so easy to forgive when a heart, 
too, is at the point of paralysis because of a surfeit of 
empty words. 
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Jerusalem in Lithuania 


by B. Z. Dinaburg 


T HE city of Vilna held an unusual charm not only 
for its inhabitants but also for anyone who spent 
some time there. It is set amid beautiful natural sur- 
roundings. In its center, the small stream, Vileika, 
flowing through a deep, narrow valley, empties into 
the Vilea River. The city itself is surrounded on 
three sides by sand hills, of which the two highest 
jut into the heart of the city. The Botanic Gardens 
lie at their foot. One of these two hills, known as 
Castle Hill, was the pride of the Jews of Vilna. In 
that neighborhood are to be found the remnants of 
the oldest Jewish settlement in the city. The old 
Jewish cemetery across the river dates from the early 
seventeenth century and the inscription on its oldest 
stone is of the year 5396 (1636 A.D.). 


The heart of Jewish Vilna was the courtyard of 
the Great Synagogue. It was like a world of its own, 
full of contrasting sounds and sights. On entering 
the courtyard, one would be overwhelmed by the 
cries of the market women, squatting alongside the 
houses and crying their wares in terms of monetary 
units hardly used outside of Vilna—half-kopecks and 
even quarter-kopecks. The kopeck seemed too large 
a unit for the standard of living prevailing in Vilna. 
Porters shouted “Step aside”; “Careful there”; 
“Young man, keep your eyes on the ground”; and 
their voices were swallowed up in these of the wor- 
shippers, praying continually in the synagogue and 
the many prayer-houses. There was a prayer-house 
in memory of the Gaon of Vilna, there was the prayer- 
house of the Gemilat Hasadim (Free Loan) Society, 
that of the gravediggers, and the Hassidic center. In 
the center of the court was the communal well, while 
farther up, overlooking the women’s section of the 
synagogue, was the communal bath, with its ritual 
pools. 

The strongest charm and attraction of Vilna were 
to be found, however, in the uniquely exhilarating 
spiritual atmosphere of the place. At every step one 
stumbled across so many contrasting things, each de- 
tached and different from the other and yet com- 
plementing one another and forming one con- 
sistent whole. The people themselves seemed to 
merge into the city’s external appearance, its streets, 
lanes, and houses, forming a unity. One could not 
help feeling that the city had a soul, and that that 
soul was in harmony with the body. 


* * * 


Two features marked the history and the social 
physiognomy of Jewish Vilna: there was the ex- 
tremely severe struggle for existence of a community 
in “exile”; and at the same time, the stability of a 
community profoundly at home. However tense the 


struggle, one sensed a certainty, a feeling of deep 
roots, about the Vilna Jews. 

The history of Vilna Jewry and the circumstances 
attending its growth easily explain the tension. There 
were four periods in that history: the Lithuanian, 
from the founding of Vilna in 1322 to the Union 
with Poland in 1659; the Polish, ending with the last 
partition of Poland, when Vilna became part of Rus- 
sia (1659-1795); the Russian (1795-1915); and 
the second Polish period (1922-1939). During the 
first period there was no organized Jewish commu- 
nity in Vilna. Individual Jews came and went tem- 
porarily, and the burghers strenuously fought any 
attempt by Jews to establish themselves in the city. 
In 1527 Vilna was given a charter expressly pro- 
hibiting the settlement of Jews in the city. It was 
not until 1573 that Jews were permitted to build the 
synagogue which marks the beginning of Jewish 
community. The synagogue was built on land be- 
longing to a nobleman, and thus was not under the 
burghers’ jurisdiction. But the latter did not give up 
their opposition to the presence of Jews in the city. 
For two hundred and twenty years, from the found- 
ing of the Great Synagogue until the annexation to 
Russia, Vilna Jewry was forced to wage a constant 
struggle for the right of residence in the city. Char- 
ters, privileges, decrees, judicial decisions by the score 
were issued for and against the Jews by monarchs 
and feudal lords; compromises were made and an- 
nulled; riots and disturbances, large and small, 
broke out, ‘coinciding very often with the times when 
the Jewish status was under discussion. 

The unceasing, determined struggle of the Jews, 
merchant and artisan alike, for their right to remain 
in the city had its effect on their character, and hard- 
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ened them for the trials of the Russian period. Then 
the struggle was not for the right to dwell in Vilna 
but for the chance to make a living. During the 
Russian period, the Jewish population of Vilna grew 
rapidly—from 5,000 or 6,000 at the annexation, to 
about 24,000 in the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, and 38,000 in the ’eighties. By the close of the 
century Vilna had 63,000 Jews, forming about 40 
percent of the total population. In 1914 there were 
72,000. 

During the first half of the nineteenth century, 
Vilna had the largest Jewish community in Russia 
(outside of Poland); later with the rapid growth of 
Odessa, it was relegated to second place. By the end 
of the century, Vilna was fourth in Jewish popula- 
tion in the whole Russian Empire, which then in- 
cluded the Polish cities of Warsaw and Lodz. 


* * * 


From the very beginning, Jewish Vilna was a 
workers’ community. Besides the artisans customari- 
ly found among the Jews of Eastern Europe—tailors, 
furriers, hat-makers, painters, shoemakers, harness- 
makers, printers, bookbinders—one could find there 
many laborers of less usual types: porters, drivers, 
masons, glaziers, roofers, bricklayers, ditch-diggers, 
woodshoppers, water carriers, chimney sweeps, street 
cleaners, and general unskilled labor. The Jews in 
Vilna took up every kind of work which was avail- 
able. The Vilna Jewish community absorbed various 
types of Jewish migrants—Jews expelled from vil- 
lages or fleeing from want in small towns—and pro- 
vided them with a livelihood of a sort, according to 
Vilna standards. 

Chronic unemployment and restrictions on resi- 
dence and occupations made qualities of initiative 
and persistence necessary in order to make a living. 
The annexation by Russia, opening up new markets, 
provided an opportunity to utilize these qualities. A 
distinct Jewish economy, as it were, was formed in 
Vilna. Variegated products like gloves, socks, and 
other, similar items were manufactured by home- 
workers. Tobacco and stationery were produced in 
factories. The workers, the manufacturers, the mer- 
chants, the traveling salesmen, the suppliers of raw 
materials, and entrepreneurs—all were Jews. Com- 
merce flourished. Vilna was one of Russia’s main 
gateways into Western Europe; it had no Russian 
population to speak of, except the officials and the 
garrison, who were in no economic competition 
with the Jews. Rather were they the customers of 
Jewish artisans and merchants. Operating on the 
slimmest possible margin of profit, Jewish trade was 
successful. 

Yet, at the same time, there was appalling poverty 
in Vilna—poor housing, overcrowding, one-third of 
the Jewish population dependent on charity. I re- 
member a semi-cellar “apartment” I saw, when a 
group of us, young people, visited Vilna shortly after 
the turn of the century. It consisted originally of 
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two rooms and a kitchen, located in a section which 
was not the poorest part of the city. The rooms had 
been partitioned into two lodgings apiece, and six- 
teen people lived there. In 1912 Dr. Makover made 
a study of about 200 lodgings in Vilna, which, re- 
grettably, was not published in its entirety. I remem- 
ber that it was my impression from the newspaper 
reports that not much had changed since our earlier 
visit. In the meantime the Jewish population had 
increased by about ten thousand, and housing con- 
struction had fallen behind. 

A friend told me this story: His niece, a bright 
little three year old from one of the Vilna alleys, was 
brought to his mother’s house, At night, on looking 
out of her window, she clapped her hands and ex- 
claimed in astonishment, “Look, look! What a huge 
star you have in Bobruisk!” It was the first time she 
had ever seen the moon. 

And yet, there was no sign of degeneration in the 
Vilna Jewish community. It was sturdy and full of 
sap, in spite of its frightful poverty. A flourishing 
Jewish culture protected it. 

* * * 


Vilna was a city with a Jewish quarter, and nar- 
row, segregated, stifling Jewish streets. But an intense 
Jewish life, pulsating within that ghetto, gave it 
unusual vigor and vitality. Jewish life there had 
wholeness, simplicity, and richness. 

Let us go into the ghetto between the afternoon 
and evening prayers. At long tables in the minor 
synagogues sit Jews just returned from their labor, 
and study the week’s liturgical Bible reading or a 
chapter of Mishna, or books of legend and commen- 
tary. Or on Sabbath eve, in the little lending-libraries, 
see the young apprentices and workers, boys and 
girls, and their alert interest in the literature that 
opens horizons of fascinating variety before them. 
Or go and sit at the sermons of itinerant preachers, 
lecturers, exhorters of all kinds, and watch the 
thronged audience, its simple, keen, direct remarks 
and its courteous, attentive manner. Or on Sabbath 
morn in the courtyard of the Great Synagogue: 
Everybody has come to hear the guest cantor—thou- 
sands, it seems. Only a few are still wrapped in their 
prayer shawls. The others had long finished their 
devotions, they had said the sanctification, and tasted 
the various Sabbath tidbits, and then had gone to hear 
Sirota, or Rotman, or whatever famous cantor was 
fortunate enough to officiate in Vilna at the time. 
Now they stood, or walked, and chatted with dis- 
criminating appreciation of the excellencies of the 
rendition, repeating snatches of liturgical music, and 
told tales of old-time cantors, and the marvels related 
about them. 

The popular culture of Vilna was also expressed 
in one hundred and sixty Jewish societies of the tra- 
ditional type, each one named by some Biblical verse. 
This is the number that has been counted. I am 
sure there were far more. I doubt whether this num- 
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ber includes the “Break of Dawn” society, whose 
members arose at the indicated hour for prayer in 
common; or the “Tenth in Sanctity” Society, which 
maintained ten notable and aged scholars in holy 
studies; or dozens of others of the same type. The 
most common were charitable and mutual aid or- 
ganizations. These formed the basis for modern 
labor organizations which later developed in Vilna 
(chimney sweeps, tailors, butchers, etc. had long 
organized their own minor synagogues), as well as 
for the Hoveve-Zion societies, the forerunners of 
Zionism. — 


Vilna was a city of tradition—above all of the 
tradition of the Torah. Ephraim the blacksmith 
would say his lesson in Talmud, and Phineas Shokian, 
one of the devotees of modern Hebrew and secular 
nationalism, was at the same time a charter member 
of a Talmud study circle founded by the proto-Zionist 
Hoveve Zion movement. “Torah,” however, was re- 
garded as comprehending secular science and philos- 
ophy, and critical judgment from those quarters was 
welcome as the critical analysis of sages. 

Vilna was the largest Jewish printing and publish- 
ing center in the world. The famous publishing 
house of the Widow and Brothers Romm, whose 
prayer-books, Pentateuch texts—with commentaries 
—and volumes of the Talmud were known all over 
the world, was located there. It was the place where 
the most famous Hebrew books of the beginning of 
the “Era of Enlightment” were printed: Abraham 
Mapu’s biblical novels; Kalman Schulman’s prolific 
and instructive output; numerous didactic and his- 
torical books; the poems of the father and son Leben- 
sohn; the poetry of Judah Leib Gordon; the Yiddish 
stories of Isaac Meir Dick; and the Hebrew gram- 
mars; and the modern revolutionary pamphlets. The 
first Jewish literary “bohemia” existed in Vilna in the 
1870's, with its young writers, women as well as 
men, careless of convention and fully at ease in 
Vilna. 

Vilna was the residence of the greatest scholar of 
East European Jewry—the Gaon of Vilna. Other 
famous men of his type, Rabbi Sabbatai Cohen, 
Rabbi Moses Rivkes, and many others, flourished 
there long before; but it was the Gaon Rabbi Elijah 
who became the symbol and pride of Vilna. His life 
embodied Vilna’s faith in the power of human effort, 
in the efficacy of individual influence, in the power 
of reforms made by wise men. The life of the Gaon 
was that of a saintly recluse devoted wholly to piety 
and scholarship. The number of his disciples was 
very small. Few were those who were privileged to 
be really intimate with him. And yet, through his 
disciples, his influence was very great. Rabbi Haim 
of Volozhin founded the famous Yeshiva which 
revolutionized the study of the Talmud, emphasizing 
the principles of realistic interpretation, thorough 
knowledge of the texts, and reliance on early sources. 
His brother Salman pressed for adequate study of 
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Bible and Mishna, as well as Talmud, in Vilna and 
insisted on grammatically correct pronunciation of 
the Hebrew and clear enunciation in prayers and in 
reading the Torah. Rabbi Menashe of Ilia stimu- 
lated communal activity and exercised a strong 
moral influence. Rabbi Israel of Shklov was the 
pioneer of the “ascension” of scholars to the Holy 
Land and established close bonds between Jerusalem 
and the Diaspora. The Gaon’s son, Rabbi Abraham, 
was among the first to pave the way for historico- 
literary research in early post-Biblical commentaries. 
Each of them drew much of his inspiration from the 
Gaon, as they proudly acknowledged. 

The Gaon—literally “the Genius”—symbolized 
for Vilna the power of human will. It was proverbial 
in Vilna that only strong will was necessary to reach 
similar heights. Each section of Vilna Jewry could 
tell you of its own “genius,” and of the powerful 
will that made his achievements possible. A favorite 
figure of Vilna Jewry was the famous sculptor Anto- 
kolsky, the son of a poor tavern keeper. He drew 
and moulded in his childhood, spoiling many articles 
in the house and receiving as many beatings, but was 
determined to achieve fame as an artist. “By sheer 
will-power,” he did. 

There was also the saintly woman of Vilna, 
Dvoira-Esther Langlefer, a “genius” of alms-giving, 
about whose patience and determination many tales 
were spun. She was a poor girl, who in her youth 
sold cookies in the taverns, setting aside a certain 
percentage of her earnings for charity. She married 
a carpenter, and having no children, she became a 
“genius” in dispensing loans without interest. She 
never demanded payment, but sat on a low bench in 
the butchers’ lane, waiting for the debtors to make 
good their loans. While sitting there she would col- 
lect money for various charitable purposes: for cur- 
ing the poor sick, for providing poor girls with 
dowries. The society in her name had a fund of 
twenty thousand ruble and a prayer-house of its own. 
After Dvoira-Esther’s death, women would come to 
pray at her grave when their hearts were troubled. 

A middle-class Jew in Vilna would tell the story 
of Israel Bunimovitch, a self-made banker, who 
started at the age of thirteen as a clerk. And one 
must remember that Vilna was not America. Yet, 
“will-power” made a financial “genius” of him. 


The Vilna laborer, member of the “Bund’”—the 
workers’ alliance—would tell the story of Hirsh 
Leckert, who fired at the Russian governor because 
the latter ordered revolutionary workers flogged. 
When asked at the trial why he shot at the governor, 
he answered boldly and simply: “I intended to kill 
him,” and for this he was hanged. Telling this 
story, the workers would not forget to add that 
Leckert was from Vilna—and “he had a strong will.” 

The same qualities are stressed in the history of 
that hero of Jewish Vilna, the proselyte, young Count 
Valentine Potocki: how devotedly he studied the Tal- 
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mud and observed all the commandments, and how 
firm he was when finally burned at the stake. Any 
Vilna Jew pointing to the large bent tree growing 
over the Ger-Tzedek’s grave would stress the will- 
power and determination of the saintly proselyte. 

* * * » 

This veneration of will-power, determination, and 
devotion to principle produced an attitude of toler- 
ance among the various ideological groupings in 
Vilna in old and modern times, particularly when 
one saw these valued qualities in an opponent. In 
no Jewish community was the feeling of Jewish unity 
so strongly developed. One could see it especially in 
the famous Strashun Library, crowded with old and 
young, orthodox and modern, reading rabbinical 
responsa or modern Hebrew novels, and treating one 
another with courtesy and respect. There was a tone 
of good natured contention in the continual discus- 
sions, debates and polemics carried on among Mit- 
nagdim and Hassidim, Zionists and Bundists, and 
other groups. Acrimony was seldom permitted to 
break bounds since the time when the Hassidim were 
excommunicated by the Gaon. During the 1905 
Revolution, Vilna became the headquarters of every 
political party in Russian Jewry where they carried 
on their polemical battles among themselves; always, 
however, in the distinctive spirit of the city. 
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Vilna also presented the spectacle of various ap- 
parently contrasting cultural and ideological types of 
Jew borrowing from one another and merging into 
one another. Ben-Zion Ilfas, a typical orthodox 
scholar, wrote an ethical tract in the form of a 
novel which enjoyed unusual success. Gozhansky, 
one of the pioneers of Bund (Jewish Socialist) 
propaganda, wrote his first pamphlet in the form of 
a traditional funeral oration by the city preacher over 
the death of Tsar Alexander III. 

This blending of types and methods had an air of 
naivete about it. I recall a visit to the Gaon’s grave 
on which lay many written requests by supplicants 
for the saint’s intercession in their behalf. Unable 
to restrain my curiosity, I picked up a few of them 
and read. One of them said: “I pray and beg mercy 
that I succeed in chosing the right books for reading. 
Shloimo the son of Gittel.” For many years I kept in 
my archives this unique little note written in a large 
legible handwriting. 

This merging of the different currents of Jewish 
thought and method was not a new thing in Vilna. 
Its famous Gaon, the most luminous figure of Ortho- 
dox Jewry, wrote a book on geometry, stimulated a 
translation of Euclid into Hebrew, and was anxious 
to see a translation of Josephus. And yet it was he 
who ordered that Abba Hlusker, a well-known pro- 
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tagonist of the Enlightenment, be publicly disgraced 
in the market-place because he was suspected of hold- 
ing lightly the words of the sages. Rabbi Moshe Mai- 
seles, an employee of the community and an adherent 
of Hassidism, in his old age quoted Schiller and 
Goethe by heart to Montefiore’s secretary in Hebron. 
There was, also, Reb Ber, a teacher of religion, who 
joined the Bund and made his home the hiding- 
place for illegal literature and weapons. 

Vilna was known as “Jerusalem in Lithuania.” It 
did have the characteristics of a national capital 
where all spiritual influences in the people’s life met 
and crossed. One felt there the fullness of Jewish 
existence, of the people’s will for living and working 
with their fellow-Jews. 

Modern Hebraic movements, such as the Haskalah 
and Zionism grew out of Vilna’s past rather than 
coming as sudden upheavels. Zionism in Vilna took 
the form of a natural popular sentiment, which could 
be opposed only by the unusually obdurate. When 
Sir Moses Montefiore visited Vilna one hundred years 
ago, and when Herzl visited it over forty years ago, 
the Jews in Vilna knew no bounds to their enthusi- 
asm. Montefiore came with the official approval of 
the Russian authorities and the demonstration was 
permitted. It reached its peak when the crowd saw 
the word Jerusalem in Hebrew letters on the visitor’s 
carriage. A memorandum was presented to Monte- 
fiore, intended for the Russian government. Worded 
boldly and with dignity, it set forth the grievances 
of the Jews and their demands. Herzl visited Vilna 
on his way to St. Petersburg. The public reception 
was not sanctioned by the authorities; on the con- 
trary, the Jewish leaders of Vilna were warned 
against it. Cossacks with knouts stood ready to pounce 
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on the participants in the demonstration. And yet it 
took place. Herzl was presented with a Scroll of the 
Law and the dean of Vilna’s rabbis, Shlomo ha- 
Cohen, pronounced over him the benediction for 
princes and rulers. The president of the community, 
Aryeh Neishul, an embodinent of the Vilna tradi- 
tion, recited a scroll of “What was in the hearts of 
the sons of this Jerusalem, which is in Lithuania: 
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to the Jerusalem 
which is in Judea give honor!” 


THE AUTHOR: 

BEN-ZION DINABURG is a distinguished 
Jewish historian, now teaching at the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. 
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ZIONISM IN ITS REALIZATION 


HARVEST IN THE DESERT, by Maurice 
Samuel, Philadelphia. Jewish Pub- 
lication Society. 1944. 

It comes as no surprise that a book 
on Zionism by Maurice Samuel should 
be written with lucidity, distinction 
and charm and that it should surpass 
in both penetration and scope all other 
general treatments of the subject in 
English. Most histories or “outlines” 
of Zionism hastily pay their respects 
to its century-old roots and then move 
On to an accurate presentation of the 


cardinal personalities and dates, the 
chief crises in Zionist relations with 
Great Britain, and the documents re- 
flecting these. The branches of the 
movement are defined; the differences 
between, for instance, moshav and 
kibbutz and kvutza made explicit. 
Now all this is quite necessary and to 
the point, but one may read many 
pages of it and emerge feeling that the 
essence of the matter has never been 
set forth, that the nature of Zionism 
itself—both historically and as it is 
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being worked out in Palestine—needs 
some other, more profound and at the 
same time more human treatment. 
Such treatment Mr. Samuel's book 
gives it—and in a masterly fashion. 
The definitions, dates and docu- 
ments are, for the most part, here but 
they are subordinated to a general in- 
terpretation and analysis. “To the Jews 
Palestine was from the beginning 
everything,” and once they were ex- 
iled from it, their “whole life was a 
remembering, a vivid and tenacious 
remembering,” a waiting for the mass 
Return to be initiated and led by the 
Messiah. It was inevitable, then, that 
the Return should actually take place 
when the political outlook for a Jew- 
ish homeland in Palestine became fa- 
vorable. Given the special nature of 
Jewish religious tradition and the im- 
pact of the social ideals of nineteenth 
century democracy upon the Jewish 
masses, it was equally inevitable that 
the Return should from its very begin- 
nings have been imbued with social 
idealism. Tradition, Mr. Samuel points 
out, describes the first Return to Pal- 
estine — the exodus from Egypt — in 
spiritual terms; the Israelites in the 
desert were prepared for life as a 
chosen people, a moral people, in Pal- 
estine. In this Return, too, the Jews 
“have come to Palestine to be an 
ethical and social people,” and the 
chief forces molding the Yishwo’s life 
are the Jewish National Fund with its 
socialized land policy and the Histad- 
rut’s “special form of revolution by 
construction and cooperation.” 


In the impact of these social forms 
upon the derelict Near East, Mr. Sam- 
uel sees the larger historic function of 
the Jewish resettlement in Palestine, 
its contribution to the world’s recon- 
struction program. He tells the story 
of Jewish resettlement largely from 
the angle of its social significance, 
with the result that he gives chief em- 
phasis to aspects of Zionist history 
which most accounts treat as compara- 
tively minor links in a chain of objec- 
tively more impressive events. Thus the 
young members of the Bilu assume 
their real importance as the root in- 
spiration of pioneering labor Zionism. 
Many a Zionist leader or conference 
is not mentioned, but great signifi- 
cance is attached to the twelve young 
people who went up to the waste land 
that was to become Dagania, “young 
people without neighbors, thrown per- 
petually on each other’s company, ex- 
perimenting with a democratic way ot 
life.” Loving and profound analysis is 
devoted to the human material of the 
Third Aliya, that later generation of 
young people who in their European 
pre-Aliya days seemed “slightly insane 
in the pursuit of sanity,” whom Pales- 
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tine turned into healthy, balanced, re- 
markably able colonists and who were 
enabled to hold out in their difficult 
struggle by the fact that they saw 
themselves always as the representa- 
tives of a people in rebirth. 

The social and the human aspects of 
Zionism bulk very large in Mr. Sam- 
uel’s treatment, but he by no means 
neglects the political issues. The suc- 
cession of declarations, treaties, riots, 
reports, and interpretations constitut- 
ing the political history of Palestine 
under the Mandate, is analyzed with 
swiftness and finality in a few well- 
knit chapters. The Arab question is 
explained patiently and wisely, and 
the close relationship between it and 
British policy made clear. Mr. Sam- 
uel’s summary statement on the Arab 
problem is a model of clear analysis: 

“Given a world policy which calls 
for a Jewish Conimonwealth in Pales- 
tine, on the threefold basis of an ac- 
knowledged Jewish historical claim, 
present Jewish need, and general 
world need, has the Arab world out- 
side of Palestine a valid counter-claim 
to that piece of territory to the exclu- 
sion of a Jewish Commonwealth? And 
have the Arabs of Palestine a valid 
counter-claim to permanent majority 
status? . . . Minorities are forever a 
part of the world’s populational pat- 
tern. Our task is to protect them. 
That an Arab minority would have to 
be created in Palestine as the price of 
the solution of the major part of the 
Jewish problem was universally fore- 
seen. Would that all minorities could 
derive from the majority such advan- 
tages as the Arabs of Palestine have 
derived from the Jews!” 


Any book that deals with the whole 
of a historic movement is bound to 
contain some inaccuracies. Mr. Sam- 
uel’s is no exception. Rishon le Zion 
was founded not by Jews from Jerusa- 
lem but by Europeans; the American 
Zionist Medical Unit sailed in 1918 
in the midst of war, not in 1920; 
Baron Edmund de Rothschild died in 
1934, not in 1925, etc., etc. One may 
well question something far more fun- 
damental—Mr. Samuel's tendency to 
belittle the strength and influence of 
the Hibat Zion movement and the 
genuine halutziut of Hibat Zion’s set- 
The founders of 


him—and he does in fact seem to be 
a bit uneasy about his appraisal of 
them. He has not found space, either, 
to set forth the ideology of Zionism at 
any point in the narrative, so that 
even when dealing with Herzl in a 
very brilliant and moving chapter he 
does not analyze Herzl’s thinking on 
the Jewish question. For the American 
reader, particularly, it would seem use- 
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ful to explain the fundamental causes 
for the growth of modern anti-Semit- 
ism and the historic logic of the Zion- 
ist solution. 

Historians would probably quarrel 
with Mr. Samuel’s explanation of the 
relation between Messianism and in- 
dividual migrations to Palestine 
throughout the centuries. They will 
wonder, too, why he has omitted the 
influence of other nineteenth century 
nationalisms from. his list of reasons 
for the emergence among Jews of a 
practical movement back to Palestine. 
That the influence upon Jews of the 
general nationalist spirit was great is 
attested by practically all nineteenth 
century Zionist literature. Eighty years 
ago Moses Hess—forerunner of all the 
theoreticians of Zionism—in his pref- 
ace to Rome and Jerusalem wrote of 
the inevitability and desirability of a 
Jewish national renascence in a world 
where since “1789, the spring equinox 
in the life of historical peoples, resur- 
rection of nations has become a nat- 
ural phenomenon.” He cites the 
Greeks and Italians, Poles and Hun- 
garians as examples, and his approach 
is typical of that of the Zionist think- 
ers who were to follow him. 

But it is ungracious to argue with 
Mr. Samuel on minor points of inter- 
pretation or emphasis. Harvest in the 
Desert remains a singularly illuminat- 
ing, interesting and often beautiful 
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ARMY OF SHADOWS, by Joseph Kessel. 
Translated from the French by Ha- 
akon Chevalier. New York, Alfred 
A. Knopf. 159 pages. $2.00. 

In this work Mr. Kessel reports the 
sacrifices, the sufferings, the exploits, 
and the spiritual grandeur of the 
French Underground, the “army of 
shadows” that has been fighting the 
Germans “on roads without sunlight 
and without glory.” It is with trans- 
parent difficulty that he maintains the 
pretense of the novelist, for the mar- 
row of his material is contained in the 
central section, Philippe Gerbier’s 
Notebook, which is studded with an- 
ecdotal gems of the French resistance. 
As the author declares in his preface: 
“There is no propaganda in this book 
and there is no fiction. No detail has 
been forced and none has been in- 
vented,” his chief problem having 
consisted in being accurate without 
giving clues to the Germans or their 
collaborationists, and in blurring or 
obliterating his traces and at the same 
time transposing his material into con- 
scientious equivalents of the facts. 
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Helena Rubinstein 
Solves Your 
Beauty Problems 


Whatever your beauty 
problem may be, bring it to 
Helena Rubinstein, 
world-famous authority, 
who has specialized in 
turning “ugly ducklings” 
into silver swans 
...and making lovely women 
lovelier. Here are three 
revalent skin conditions. 
f you don’t find yours 
among them (and its care) 
write directly to 
Mme. Rubinstein, and be 
assured that your 
problems will receive 
individual attention. 


Simple Dry Skin Treatment 
Cleanse, soften and lubricate 
with PASTEURIZED FACE CREAM 
SPECIAL, 1.00, 2.50 

Keep your skin smooth 

and supple with 

TOWN & COUNTRY NIGHT CREAM. 
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Simple Oily Skin Treatment 
Wash frequently with 
BEAUTY GRAINS. .50, 1.00, 1.65 
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massage with 
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For Occasional B 

Wash thoroughly with 
MEDICATED SoaP. 1.00 

Follow with WATER LILY 

SKIN LOTION. 2.00, 3.00. At night 
apply MEDICATED CREAM, 

leave on all night. 1.00 Plus taxes 


. a 
Helena Rubinstein 
e 715 Fifth Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 








How much more thoroughly could the 
writer of a “novel” abdicate both the 
pretense and the privileges of story- 
invention! 

Mr. Kessel’s preface indicates a con- 
science as scrupulous on its literary as 
on its anti-Nazi side. His work has 
none of the meretricious arrangements 
of “thrilling” episode that reveal, as in 
Etta Shiber’s Paris Underground, the 
skilled handicraft of literary carpen- 
ters. He will have to find his reward 
outside of the syndicates that sell the 
Superman type of comic strip to the 
newspapers. If, now and then, to an 
American non-combatant, an episode 
in Army of Shadows rings with a melo- 
dramatic overtone, that ring is merely 
the echo of events and proves how 
meagre and inadequate at times are 
the imaginations of the professional 
spine-chillers and hair-raisers. 

With every day that passes, as the 
Allies thrust from all directions into 
the heart of France (Paris is being 
taken as these lines are written) and 
the army of shadows emerges clearly 
into the sunlit road of battle, uni- 
formed, armed, and in full proportion 
and contour, the story of the French 
underground drops its mask of camou- 
flaged fiction and becomes history. 
With such speed have the liberating 
legions marched that a book like this 
becomes outdated as the representa- 
tion of a continuing situation but 
doubly valuable as a rough sketch to- 
ward the definitive record of French 
courage which must some day be writ- 
ten to restore to France the good name 
which its traitors sold to the Germans. 


Into this final record should go such 
items as: Out of a resistance group of 
400 members “only five remain who 
are still alive and at large.” Had the 
Germans, toward the beginning, “shot 
or arrested a thousand well-picked 
men, they would have cut off the lead- 
ership of our groups and disorgan- 
ized the resistance for a long time to 
come, perhaps till the war was over. 
Today that’s impossible.” Today was 
more than a year ago, for the author's 
activities and notebooks go back to 
the time when there was a dividing 
line between occupied and unoccupied 
France. In the today of this record 
“the mass of German corpses has be- 
come so dense that the enemy has had 
to give up the hostage system. They 
can no longer line up one hundred 
dead Frenchmen for one dead Ger- 
man,” and the French have steeled 
themselves to resist such tortures as 
standing barefoot on a razor-edged 
spade-iron, having red-hot pins stuck 
in their stomachs and under their 
nails, and remaining silent while a 
dentist’s drill is sunk into the jawbone, 
toes broken, womens breasts burned. 
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How was the resistance born? “I 
think no one will ever know,” says 
Gerbier, through whom the author 
tells most of his story. “But one day a 
peasant cut a rural telephone wire. An 
old woman put her cane athwart the 
legs of a German soldier. Tracts cir- 
culated. A butcher threw into the cold 
storage room a captain who was requi- 
sitioning meat with too much arro- 
gance. A bourgeois gives a wrong ad- 
dress to the victors who are trying to 
find their way. . . . Farmers shelter 
British soldiers. A prostitute refuses 
to go to bed with the conquerors.” 

Civil disobedience becomes the na- 
tional duty, the resistance movement 
the true fatherland, the outlaw the na- 
tional hero, the soldiers and judges of 
Vichy aid and abet him, and “the en- 
tire country becomes peopled with 
precious relays and innumerable com- 
plicities.” Primitive man has reap- 
peared in France and ordinary people 
rise to heights of which they had 
never dreamed themselves capable by 
simply neglecting the essential, the in- 
stinct of self-preservation. 


A reactionary Baron works with 
Communists because he prefers a Red 
France to one that blushes. A priest 
simply commandeers shelter for 
Frenchmen hiding from German labor 
requisitions. A rabbi risks death daily 
by refusing to identify Jews for the 
German death trains to the Polish ex- 
termination camps. Communists re- 
turn to a concentration camp from 
which they had escaped because they 
had broken out without the party's 
authorization. The motorcycle squad 
which the friendly captain of the 
gardes mobiles despatches ostensibly 
to help look for the maquis in hiding 
creates a terrific racket which warns 
their outposts that the Germans are 
looking for them. One nightfall, just 
before curfew, sewer gratings in the 
streets of Marseilles are removed, to 
assist Germans to break their bones. 
A tavern-keeper, adapting the same 
system for drunken German officers, 
destroys dozens before he is himself 
detected and destroyed. A vineyard 
owner walls in a Renault tank for use 
on “the day.” 

Such is the material out of which 
Mr. Kessel has written Army of Shad- 
ows and such is the bone and fibre of 
a France that has redeemed the treach- 
ety of leaders who, in their infirmity 
and venality, believed there was no al- 
ternative to cringing surrender. For 
the thousands of men and women in 
the resistance movement who have 
perished, their only memorial and 
cenotaph will consist in the memory 
of those who survive—and in such 
books as this. 

HARRY SALPETER. 
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DIGEST OF THE MONTH 


tC rH ~by MM. Reichenstein _ sibinnnuniunttnnanniiuiiit 


THE ARTS IN PALESTINE 


THE LATEST Issue of the New York 
Hebrew monthly Bitzaron carries a 
letter from Palestine, sketching the 
remarkable growth of the arts in the 
Jewish Homeland under wartime 
conditions. The writer, Mar Zutra, 
says: 

“The Romans said that in time of 
disaster the Muses are silent. And yet, 
in Palestine, dramatic art has grown 
especially rapidly during the war 
years. This may be explained by cer- 
tain conditions which provided the 
psychological and material back- 
ground for the expansion of dramatic 
and musical enterprise under the im- 
pact of war. Box-office receipts have 
never been as high, nor has the Pales- 
tine stage ever before seen such great 
artistry. 

“The drab monotony of civilian life in 
the war, the suspension of travel facil- 
ities, the flow of money, all these have 
combined to send the people to the 
concert, the theater, and the cinema. 
There they find an improved repertory 
and excellent new performers. The vi- 
cissitudes of war and Nazi persecution 
have driven artists and musicians from 
a to seek refuge in the Home- 


“Dramatic art sprang up in the 
country decades before the first World 
War. After many years of amateurish 
efforts by groups which held the stage 
for a day, then disappeared, there 
emerged several well-defined and per- 
manent organizations. Outstanding 
are the two dramatic troupes, Ha- 
bima and Obel; the satiric theater, 


Mataté; the Opera; and the Palestine 
Symphony Orchestra. 

“Habima was founded in Moscow 
in the early days of the Bolshevik 
Revolution. The founders were young 
people of imagination, ability, and en- 


thusiasm who sought to save the last - 


glowing embers of the disappearing 
Hebrew culture. They paid a price 
of continual self-denial, sacrifice, and 
hardship, as well as constant struggle 
with the Yevsektsia (the Jewish Sec- 
tion of the Communist Party) which 
sought to eradicate this last remnant 
of the Hebraic ‘counter-revolution.’ It 
fell to imaginative and sensitive non- 
Jews, who appreciated the unique 
mission of the troupe, to save it from 
its enemies. These included Vakhtan- 
gov, an Armenian with a native bent 
for the Oriental, who was a pupil of 
Stanislavsky of the Moscow Art The- 
ater (Stanislavsky himself was a 
strong supporter of Habima); Maxim 
Gorki; and the Commissar of Educa- 
tion, Lunacharsky. 

“But the general atmosphere was 
unfavorable to the growth of Habima. 
Following several years of touring Eu- 
rope, the troupe settled in Palestine in 
1926. Today, after a quarter century 
of growth, the little theater of the So- 
viet capital has become a large, well- 
developed theatrical institution, and 
Palestine’s outstanding artistic mani- 
festation. 

“, .. If there has been a decline in 
the almost monastic devotion to the 
central idea by the members of the 
troupe it has been compensated for by 
technical improvement and an en- 
riched repertory. But the basic prin- 
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ciples of the Stanislavsky method with 
its condensed and synthetic rather 
than superficial realism were adhered 
to throughout. Habima presentations 
are more concentrated than those of 
the traditional theater. Improvements in 
makeup, facilities for music, revolving 
stages, and other technical devices 
have allowed the troupe to sharpen its 
presentations. ; 

“Almost fifty professional actors, 
including such veterans of the original 
company as Bartonov, Chemerinsky, 
Gnessin, Meskin, and Rovina, make 
up the present company. Freedland is 
the permanent director. Most of the 
actors are known for their talent in 
projection and expression. The dean 
of Habima, Bartonov, plays a reper- 
tory of diversified leading roles in 
many important productions. And 
Rovina is famous as a lyrical actress 
who portrays Jewish sorrow with force. 

“To The Dybbuk, David Pinski’s The 
Eternal Jew, and The Golem, which 
made up the original repertory, the 
group has added many classic and 
modern plays. Translations by Tcher- 
michowsky and others have made 
available Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, 
Moliere’s Le Malade Imaginaire, Tar- 
tuffe, Gogol’s Inspector General. Mod- 
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ern plays include John Bull’s Other 
Island and The Devil’s Disciple by 
Bernard Shaw, Mother by Maugham, 
Galsworthy’s Men of Society. Con- 
temporary persecutions by the Nazis 
give added meaning to plays like Jew 
Suss of Feuchtwanger, Zweig’s Mar- 
ranos, Professor Mannheim, and Four 
Generations. Of the plays depicting the 
old Jewish mode of life, the public's 
favorites are Sholom Aleichem’s works 
as aptly adapted by I. D. Berkowitz: 
The Treasure, Common People, It ts 
Hard To Be A Jew, Playing Fiddle 
and Tevya, The Milkman. Berkowitz's 
original drama, Father and Son, and 
Hirschbein’s Green Fields have also 
attained a large popular following... . 
Attempts have been made to produce 
plays depicting Palestinian life. Bib- 
lical plays such as Rahab, Sodom, 
David's Crown and others, and Jewish 
historical plays including Sabbatai 
Zebi by Bistritzky, have been staged. 


“Habima's stock productions never 
grow old. They have enjoyed repeated 
performances. There is an organiza- 
tion of Friends of Habima which con- 
tributes the necessary financial sup- 
port, and is now financing the erection 
of a new permanent home in Tel Aviv, 
the completion of which has been held 
up by the war. 


“Ohel, the Palestine labor theater, 
was founded seventeen years ago by 
Moshe Halevy, an actor who had pre- 
viously achieved distinction as a mem- 
ber of Habima. He is still director of 
the theater he founded. Its actors are 
workers who contribute their services, 
without pay other than compensation 
for the day’s work they have lost at 
their regular occupation. These are not 
mere amateurs, since they come up to 
professional standards in every way, 
having received excellent training in 
Ohel’s studios, which are not inferior 
to Habimad’s. 


“This company has also followed 
the Stanislavsky theory, but is more 
naturalistic in approach, and places 
more emphasis than Habima on social 
trends and motifs. In general, it has 
more initiative and is more receptive 
to innovation. Obel’s repertory has 
grown from a few small plays by Per- 
etz to about thirty important plays. 
Among them are a few classical plays 
such as Shakespeare’s King Lear, Ste- 
fan Zweig's Jeremiah, Halperin’s Jacob 
and Rachel and Herod and Miriam. 
But Obel’s principal preoccupation is 
with contemporary life. It has success- 
fully produced original and translated 
plays dealing with present-day Jewish 
and non-Jewish life: Fishermen; In- 
vasion; Professor Thomas; Opera for a 
Penny; Hemingway's For Whom the 
Bell Tolls; The Child Is Gone, a Soviet 
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play; The Paths of Life, depicting 
American life; dramatizations of Men- 
dele Mokher Sforim’s Lame Fishke; 
Polish Woods, by Opotashu; I. J. Sin- 
ger’s The Brothers Ashkenazi; The 
Alleys of Jerusalem, by Bar Yosef, a 
young Palestinian writer; and Yoshe 
Kalb, by I. J. Singer, produced under 
the guest direction of Maurice Schwartz. 
“Lev Franz, a Hamburg refugee, has 
become an important figure in the 
operation of Ohel by introducing in- 
- novations borrowed from the German 
theater. A handsome and fitting build- 
ing was erected in Tel Aviv in mem- 
ory of Arlasoroff. This auditorium is 
also used by the Palestine Symphony 
Orchestra. ° 

“Mataté (broom), the satirical the- 
ater, has some fifteen professional ac- 
tors in its company. These amuse the 
public with short comedies, farces and 
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skits. There is good humor in its social 
satire. 


“In the world of music, even dearer 


than the drama to the spirit and taste 
of the Yishuv, the outstanding institu- 
tion is the Opera. Founded twenty 
years ago by M. Golinkin, member 
and director of the St. Petersburg 
Opera, the Palestine Opera experi- 
enced many vicissitudes, suffered from 
lack of artistic talent and resources, 
and the failure of the founder’s at- 
tempt to secure American support. 
But, during the war years, the Opera 
has attained a stronger position be- 
cause of the absence of competition by 
outstanding musicians from abroad, 
the addition of European refugee ar- 
tists, and increased income at the box- 
office from the Army and the Yéshuv. 
Among the distinguished refugee ar- 
tists who joined the Palestine Opera 
are Singer, the Czech conductor, a re- 
nowned musician who so aroused the 
High Commissioner's enthusiasm that 
the rules of citizenship were suspended 
in his case; Vittorio Vineberg, out- 
standing baritone of the Royal Opera 
of Rome (a native of the Old City of 
Jerusalem); Hermann Jadlovker, the 
famous tenor from Riga whom Kaiser 
Wilhelm admitted into the State 
Opera in Berlin. Among the success- 
ful presentations have been Halevy’s 
La Juive, Beautiful Helen by Offen- 
bach, La Traviata, Weber’s Oberon, I 
Pagliacci, The Merry Widow, Die 
Fledermaus. The Latvian musician La- 
bari has composed an opera based on 
Palestinian life, Gad Hashomer, which 
is now in rehearsal. 

“The Palestine Symphony Orchestra 
was founded in 1936 and now num- 
bers ninety-odd musicians. Arturo 
Toscanini was its first conductor and 
has warmly supported it from the very 
beginning, while the outstanding vio- 
linist, Bronislaw Huberman, devoted 
much effort to the organization. The 
late Brigadier Kisch, former chairman 
of the Zionist Executive, killed in ac- 
tion in Africa, devoted much time and 
energy to the development of the 
orchestra. 

“The orchestra gathered some dis- 
tinguished refugee musicians to it, and 
the concerts which it gives frequently, 
are under the direction of Singer, Mi- 
chael Tauber from Poland, and others. 
Many outstanding soloists have ap- 
peared with the orchestra. Two Pales- 
tinian pianists, Penina Salzman and 
Ella Goldstein, as well as the soloist 
Joseph Kaminsky, have won distinc- 
tion with the orchestra. 

“The Ballet has also built up a fol- 
lowing. It was founded nineteen years 
ago by Rina Nikowa, ballerina of the 
St. Petersburg Imperial Ballet, and is 
now under the direction of Gertrude 
Kraus. It participates in certain Opera 
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presentations such as Carmen. A Ye- 
menite section devoted to the Oriental 
dance has also developed and its pre- 
sentations have received enthusiastic 
acclaim.” 


TOWNS OF WHITE RUSSIA 


THE FORWARD carries a short nostal- 
gic piece by David Einhorn, entitled 
“Small Towns of My Youth.” It 
describes the small White Russian 
towns which recently figured in the 
War news. 

“Orsha, Bobruisk, Minsk, Glubokoe, 
Molodetschno, Lida, Vilno, Grodno, 
Bialystok, Volkovissk,” he begins, 

“These are the names which come 
forth on the radio like old songs fond- 
ly remembered. 

“Each name evokes a familiar face. 
Some tell stories of my young days. 
Some flit by like the first remembered 
kiss of youth. Some demand, others 
comfort, and others accuse. 


“That is where I first saw the world. 
That is where I was shaped as a hu- 
man being. On that earth I fought the 
battles of my youth, on that earth I 
shed my first tears, on that earth I 
tasted that highest of joys, the joy of 
love and youth. On that earth are the 
gravestones of those I knew and loved. 

“They say it is a poor land, a color- 
less land, a meager land with a drab 
sky. Flat ground, poor fields, swamps, 
woods. . . . Small towns of frame 
houses, that burned up every summer, 
villages of huts with straw roofs over- 
grown with green moss, walls bent 
down to the ground, floors and win- 
dows sunken into the earth, a land 
where peasants wear shoes of bark, 
coarse linen trousers, and large smocks, 
owning one pair of boots in a lifetime, 
which they carry to the church door on 
their shoulders every Sunday. 

“A poor country where the Jews in 
the small towns in the best of times ate 
bones rather than meat three times a 
week, where the Sabbath wegel and 
tsimiss were sweetened with saccharine 
because sugar was too dear, where the 
only fat used was cheap poppyseed oil. 

“The earth of White Russia sus- 
tained a poor life, but a rich spirit. At 
night through the still streets of the 
small towns could be heard the drawn- 
out wistful tunes coming from the 
windows of the prayer houses, envelop- 
ing the humble huts with a beautiful 
dream and weaving a blue ladder up 
into the pale, endless skies which rested 
like a canopy over the people. How 
many marvellous thoughts came down 
that heavenly ladder to settle in the 
minds of the people below! Who of us 
in our youth profaned anything in life? 
Who of us has not held sacred our feel- 
ings and bathed them in that pale, end- 
less distance? 
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“In the white, moonlit nights when 
young couples walked arm in arm 
along the narrow paths through the 
fields, who of them did not weave into 
his love the dream of a better world? 
Palestine, perhaps, or the liberating 
dream of Socialism. 

“Along those narrow paths, among 
the old fir trees, on the soft wet moss, 
they listened with pricked-up ears for 
the footsteps of the Messiah. 

“Everything there was given a Jewish 
content. In the dark green thickness 
of our woods there lived alongside the 
White Russian legends also Jewish 
legends. 

“Who of us has not seen amid the 
green foliage the succa of Rabbi Azriel 
and the bear? That pious Jew was 
said to have lost his way in the woods 
at Succoth, and the bear shared the 
succa he built for the eight days of 
the holiday, listening to his prayers, 
growling the answering ‘Amen,’ and 
eating of the blessed bread. Not only 
the peasants but even the bears knew 
the whole ritual. 

“Was it not in our thick forests 
that the door to the Lower Paradise was 
hidden? And we, the small children, 
used to search in the Zamkov forest 


for the saint Mikdash Melech, who, |’ 


stranded in the forest on Sabbath Eve, 
beheld a wondrous palace and there 
celebrated the Sabbath with the Pa- 
triarchs, Moses read the Torah. King 
David sang the hymns, and Aaron 
danced. 

“And among the village Jews who 
dwelt alone in their lonely houses in 
the forest, was the Jew known as the 
Zhukhovitser who stood at prayer and 
refused to turn his head even when 
the Tsar entered his house, and did not 
flinch when the Tsar fired two revolv- 
ers past his ears. The mist that hung 
heavy in the morning sky looked to us 
like the veil of the Shekhina, and the 
stars which fell on the Ninth of Ab 
were God's tears falling on our flat 
fields. 


“In our cemeteries the dead were 
alive. They used to come to the syna- 
gogue at midnight to read the Torah. 
The prophet Elijah stalked our roads 
and would enter a Jewish doorway 
when needed. 


“I could sit for days and nights 
stringing on a silken thread all the 
pearls of reminiscence, all the images 
and pictures and nuances, as many as 
the stalks of corn in the field, or the 
violets in the meadow, or the dew- 
drops on the grass in the morning, or 
the dreamy wistful eyes of the women 
in the smail towns. 

“Orsha, Bobruisk, Lida, Vilna, Grod- 
no, Bialystok, Volkovissk. . . . What 
precious memories! But now the words 
are like a funeral march, a memorial 
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service over a gigantic grave. For me 
the word ‘liberated’ no longer exists. 
Who can liberate the dead? Who can 
restore life in these small towns? 
Along with the men who died, died the 
ideas, the legends, all.” 


ON NAMES 
IN The New Judaea (June-July) 

Harry Sacher writes: 

“When I heard that the Germans 
had, owing to the imminence of de- 
feat, changed the name of the Adolf 
Hitler line, I was reminded of the 
Jewish custom of changing the name 
of a very sick person in the hope of 
cheating the Angel of Death. I do not 
know whether our Jewish brethren 
find the device particularly successful, 
and I am sure that the Germans will 
be disappointed, but I am interested to 
see that the most confirmed Nazis may 
borrow or at least share a Jewish 
superstition. But, of course, faith in 
the magic of names is widespread. 

“As we Jews know, names may in- 
dicate contempt as well as just pride 
or mere vanity. When, a few genera- 
tions back, our ancestors on the Con- 
tinent were compelled to depart from 
the simple practice of forename and 
father’s name and to adopt surnames, 
too often they were made to take ugly 
or vile ones so that the rulers could 
exercise the native talent for tyranny. 
When they left their Continental 
homes they often left behind their 
Continental names, and when they be- 
came prosperous they often sought a 
fine-sounding name to match a fine 
house. There is nothing sacred about 
the Continental names and no par- 
ticular reason why they should not be 
dropped. But the question is: For 
what should they be exchanged? The 
Galuth, in practice, has one answer. 
Palestine quite a different. The pros- 
perous Galuth Jew seeks himself out 
something elegant and peculiar to. the 
Galuth. His aim is to disguise his 
Jewish quality and become indistin- 
guishable from the people among 
whom he lives. The transformation is 
part of the process of assimilation, and 
if it one day facilitates transition from 
synagogue to church nobody need be 
surprised. The process is plain—from 
Hebrew name to contemptuous sur- 
name, and then to euphonious Galuth 
name, with conversion as a not im- 
probable terminus. 

“In Palestine the changing of names 
is common practice. When a Jew 
lands he enters upon a new life and 
assumes a new name, but it is an ap- 
propriate one. He means to become a 
complete Jew, and he proclaims that 
resolution by casting away his Galuth 
name and adopting a Hebrew name. 
It is a symbolic act, and it is pregnant 
with destiny.” 
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To hasten the day when we can 
all enjoy the sweet things of life again 
— back the attack 
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REMEMBER THE DEAD! 
(A Communication) 


When the final count is taken, it 
will become apparent that from four 
to five million Jews have been killed 
in Europe. This figures amounts to 
fully one-third or one-fourth of the 
whole Jewish population in the world. 
Imagine for a moment that an equal 
proportion of the American people 
had perished in the course of an un- 
imaginable catastrophe. It would mean 
that there would be 35,000,000 to 45,- 
000,000 fewer Americans alive. With 
this in mind we will perhaps be able 
to realize the extent of what happened 
in Europe. In numbers of Jews killed, 
nothing in history equals the system- 
atic mass murders committed by the 
Nazi beast. 

The figures in themselves, appalling 
as they are, do not tell the whole story. 
The destroyed section of Jewry, par- 
ticularly in Eastern Europe, was the 
one that had most of Jewish tradition, 
knowledge, and vitality, excepting Pal- 
estine and America. The enemy has 
laid the axe to the very roots of our 
cultural survival as a people. It is not 
too much to say that no more. tragic 
catastrophe has befallen the Jewish 
people since the destruction’ of the 
Jewish State by the Roman Empire. 


And what do we, the witnesses of 
such events, do to prove our concern, 
our anguish, our solidarity? No doubt, 
American Jews, offshoot one by one of 
that European Jewry which is now be- 
ing “liquidated” by the beasts, at first 
was shocked and shaken by the news. 
But, gradually, we resigned ourselves 
to the fact that we were unable to help 
really. We try to carry on as usual. 
We say: “It is terrible, to be sure, but 
what can we do about it?” 


What can we do? There is almost 
no way of providing physical help. 
The money for rescuing the pitiful 
remnant is coming in. One can hardly 
blame us on this account. Beyond this, 
there is need for a collective expres- 
sion of our kinship with European 
Jewry, victims and heroes alike. A 
never ending “Lest we forget.” It is 
necessary in order to remind us of our 
responsibility in times such as these. 
It is necessary in order to shape our 
actions towards new goals. There 
would be no sense in spending our 
days in mourning and despair. There- 
fore it is good, in some respects, that 
we “carry on as usual.” A people does 
not for ever “lament” its dead. It 
“honors” them by remembering. The 
positive side of national tragedy is 
stressed rather than its negative one. 
We will have to dwell more on the 
heroic resistance of the Warsaw 
Ghetto, and not so much on the help- 
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less slaughter in the gas chambers. 
The anniversary of the battle for the 
Warsaw Ghetto was celebrated this 
year by American Jews all over the 
country. This was a beginning, a step 
in the right direction. 

The “Dagania” Chapter of the League 
for Labor Palestine in Los Angeles 
has resolved that at all its meetings 
and events everybody present shall rise 
for a minute of silence in memory of 
the Jewish dead in Europe. We pro- 
pose that a similar procedure be 
adopted by all Jewish organizations of 
the country. 

The synagogue is “the” place to de- 
velop the idea of a permanent Yizkor 
for our brethren in Europe. Our lit- 
urgy, our ritual, our prayerbooks, and 
our holidays keep alive the memory of 
many a tragedy in our history. As lay- 
men, we have no ambition nor author- 
ity to give counsel. It is up to the 
rabbinate to take individual and col- 
lective action in order to incorporate 
this new Yizkor into the regular and 
holiday services. 

The Jewish school is another appro- 
priate place for commemoration of to- 
day’s happenings. If our youth learn 
of them only out of their textbooks, as 
if they were faraway incidents, they 
will not develop the feeling of Jewish 
community and responsibility, nor will 
they be actively participating in Jew- 
ish life and fate, which may lose its 
meaning for them. Therefore, no class, 
no assembly, no reunion or reopening 
after the vacations should begin with- 
out a silent Yizkor. 

The commemoration of the anni- 
versary of the defense of the Warsaw 
Ghetto, certainly should become a re- 
current and permanent institution in 
our calendar. All Jewish organizations, 
synagogues, schools, and other institu- 
tions should strive to make this day a 
permanent feature of their activities, 
in such content and form as may be 
deemed suitable. 

The proposed Yizkor and commem- 
oration for the dead will be a me- 
mento for the living, a warning and 


incentive to join in the building of a: 


homeland for Jews, and of a world 
where Jews can live like men. 

We have only made certain sugges- 
tions. There may be other possibilities 
which we have overlooked. The im- 
portant thing is that some observance 
has to be developed equivalent to the 
establishment of a lasting memorial 
within ourselves, of those dead in 
Europe. 

Dr. ERNEST M. WOLF and 
Dr. Otro D. WOHLMAN in 
the name of the “Dagania’ 
Chapter of the League for 
Labor Palestine, Los Angeles, 
California. 
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© and Best Wishes 


for a ta 
yA, New Youn ue 
KS 


to Our Friends 
q and All of Israel 
My 


FROM THE MAKERS OF ( 







KOSHER MEAT: PRODUCTS © 








Greetings 


y = i tae Shops 


218 WEST 40th STREET 
New York City 

















CROKER 
Fire Prevention Corp 


32 WEST 3lst STREET 
New York I, N. Y. 




















Greetings 
from 
CORSET & BRASSIERE 
WORKERS’ UNION 
Local 32 


932 BROADWAY 
New York City 


ABRAHAM SNYDER, Manager 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS 





Compliments of 
ISIDOR ARTSIS 
Insurance 
393 SEVENTH AVENUE 
CHickering 4-8200 New York City 


GEVIRTZ—Mr. and Mrs. Abraham 
Gevirtz and family, 12 Dolma Road, 
Scarsdale, N. Y., wish ‘their relatives 
and friends a joyous and prosperous 
New Year. 


MEYERS—Mr. and Mrs. Herman E., wish 
all their relatives and friends a very 


happy and healthy New Year. 











BRILL—Mr. and Mrs. Morris Brill and 
son, 200 W. 86th St., extend to their 
relatives and friends their sincerest 
wishes for a healthy, peaceful and 
prosperous New Year. 


HELD—Dr. and Mrs. |. W. Held, 
1136 Fifth Avenue, extend best wishes 
for a happy and prosperous New Year 
to their many friends and relatives. 


MINSKOFF—Mr. and Mrs. Sam Min- 
skoff and family, 112 Central Park 
South, extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 














Greetings from 


ELI DANTZIG 


ST. GEORGE HOTEL 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















HOME AND HOSPITAL OF THE 
DAUGHTERS OF JACOB, 167th St., 
Teller and Findlay Aves., Bronx—Our 
600 aged and chronically ill guests 
join us in extending joyous greetings 
to our members, friends and support- 
ers—Mrs. Dora M. Shapiro, Pres.; 
Herbert A. Seltzer, Exec. Dir. 


Greetings 
from 


EDWARD H. MOSS 











DASHEFSKY—Mr. and Mrs. N. Da- 
shefsky, 1504 Sheridan Ave., N. Y., 
extend sincerest good wishes for the 
New Year to all relatives and friends. 














JEWISH HOME FOR CONVALESCENTS 
—Grand View on-the-Hudson, New York 
(City Office, 215 2nd Ave.) The Officers 
and Directors extend to their members 
and friends their very best wishes for the 
New Year. Isaac Lippman, President. 


OSTROW—Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Os- 
trow wish all their friends and rela- 
tives a happy and prosperous New 
Year. 











DIAMOND—Mr. and Mrs. Philip Dia- 
mond, 825 West End Ave., wish to 
extend to relatives, friends and ac- 
quaintances a most happy and pros- 
perous New Year. 














KESTENBAUM—Mr. and Mrs. J. Kes- 
tenbaum and family, 911 East 9th St., 
Brooklyn N. Y. extend their best 
wishes for a happy and prosperous 
New Year to all relatives and friends. 


PALESTINE LIGHTHOUSE—Mrs. Samuel 
D. Friedman, President, extends in be- 
half of the blind children of the Holy 
Land, season's greetings to officers, mem- 
bers and friends. May the New Year 
bring joy, prosperity and peace to all 
Jewry. 














DOESCHER’S 
Moving and Storage 
181-18 HILLSIDE AVENUE 


Jamaica, New York 


Extends Best Wishes for the 
NEW YEAR 











KRAMER—Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kramer 
of New York City, extend their best 
wishes for a happy and_ prosperous 


New Year to all relatives and friends. 


PEARLSTEIN—Mrs. Leah Pearlstein of 
645 West End Ave., and children, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Zuckerman 
and children wish relatives and friends 
a happy and prosperous New Year. 














FISCHEL—Mr. and Mrs. Harry Fischel 
of 910 Park Ave., extend to their 
friends and relatives best wishes for 
@ happy, healthy and prosperous 
New Year. 





LEFF—Mr. and Mrs. Carl Leff, 115 
Central Park West, wish all their rela- 
tives and friends a happy and pros- 
perous New Year. 


PRICE—Mr. and Mrs. Victor Price of 
1204 Seagirt Ave., Far Rockaway, 
N. Y., wish their relatives and friends 
a happy New Year. 














FORSCHER—Mr. and Mrs. Lou Forscher, 
140 West 79th Street, wish their rela- 
tives and friends a happy New Year. 


LEVIT—Mr. and Mrs. M. Levit, 641 £. 
Pare, San Antonio, Texas, extend sin- 
cerest good wishes for the New Year to 


all relatives and friends. 


PICCINI—Antonion Piccini Co., 25 
Clinton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., greet 
their friends and patrons with all 
good wishes for the New Year. 











GARGILL — Dr. and Mrs. S. L. Gargill, 
474 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., extend to 
their relatives and friends best wishes for 
a very happy, heathy and prosperous 
New Year. 














MARGOLIS—Mr. and Mrs. Moe Mar- 
golis, 1928 E. 26th St., Brooklyn, N. Y., 
extend best wishes for a very happy and 
prosperous New Year to all their rela- 


tives and friends. 








ROMAN TEXTILE CORP., 275 Grand 
Street, N. Y. C., greet their friends 
and patrons with all good wishes for 
the New Year. 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 





ROTHMAN—Mr. and Mrs. Isadore 
Rothman, 5! Fifth Ave., New York 
City, extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 














SEMEL—Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Semel 
and their family, 562 West End Ave., 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their heartiest wishes for the New 
Year. 


Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Marke- 
wich and family, 161 West 86th 
Street, New York City, extend 
sincerest good wishes for the 
New Year to all relatives and 


friends. 


WEILL—Mr. and Mrs. Max Weill and 
their family, of 262 Central Park West, 
extend to relatives and friends wishes for 


a happy and prosperous New Year. 

















Greetings of the Season 


DR. WILLIAM A. WEINREB 


1199 EASTERN PARKWAY 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 








SEROTA—Mr. and Mrs. David Se- 
rota and son Victor, 823 Avenue J, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., greet their relatives 
and friends with all good wishes for 
the New Year. 





























Greetings from 


BENJAMIN SHERMAN 


45 WEST 36th STREET 
New York City 





MR. and MRS. L. RIMSKY, 
350 Central Park West, New 
York City, extend best wishes 
for a very happy and _pros- 
perous New Year to all their 


relatives and friends. 


WEISSBERGER—Weissberger Moving 
& Storage Co., Inc. 214-224 East 
22nd St., wish their friends and pa- 
trons a happy and prosperous New 
Year. 





























SIMON—Mr. and Mrs. David Simon 
and family, 20 East 18th St., Brooklyn, 
extend best wishes to friends and rel- 
atives for a brighter New Year. 


THE WOMEN'S LEAGUE FOR PAL- 
ESTINE extends New Year greetings 
to its members and friends. May the 
coming year bring a speedy victory, 
peace to all peoples, and the reali- 
zation of our age-long hope for a 
Jewish National Home in Palestine. 
Mrs. William Prince, Pres. 




















STEIN—Mr. and Mrs. Elias Stein and 
family, 241 Central Park West, wish 
relatives and friends a very happy 
and prosperous New Year. 


Compliments of 


Mr. and Mrs. 


M. H. FISHMAN 


225 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 


YABLON—Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Yablon, 
1035 Washington Ave., Brooklyn, 
N. Y., extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 























SHTEINSHLEIFER—Mr. and Mrs. N. 
wish their relatives and friends a 


L. Shteinshleifer, 166 Second Ave., 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 


ZAHN—Mr. and Mrs. Sam Zahn of 
300 Central Park West extend to 
relatives and friends wishes for a 


prosperous and happy New Year. 























STERNGOLD—Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
M. Sterngold and family, 1054 New 
McNeil Ave., Lawrence, L. I., extend 
to their relatives and friends best 
wishes for the New Year. 














SUSSMAN—Mr. and Mrs. Sol Suss- 
man and family, 985 Park Pl., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., extend a joyous New Year 
to all. 





SEND 


& 


Gift Subscription 


The 
Jewish Frontier 


to your friend 
in the Armed Services 


Special Rate: $2.00 


DR. MAX GOLDSTEIN, of 334 New 
York Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., and chil- 
dren wish their relatives, friends and 
all Israel A Happy and Prosperous 
New Year. 











DORFMAN BAG CO. 
260-268 GOLD STREET 
Brooklyn |, N. Y. 





























MENDELSON EGG CO. 


3906 JOY ROAD 
Detroit, Mich. 
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Greetings from 
Greater Clothing Contractors Association 


100 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 
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New Year 
Greetings 


New York 
Joint Board 


Amalgamated 
Clothing 
Workers 


of America 


Louis HoLLANDER 
JOSEPH CATALANOTTI 
Managers 


ABRAHAM MILLER 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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Greetings from 


Franklin Stores Corp. 


519 EicgHTtH AVENUE 
New York City 























New Year Greetings 


from 


RATNERS DAIRY 
RESTAURANT 


138 DELANCEY STREET 
New York, N. Y. 























Compliments of 


CAKE BAKERS UNION —LOCAL 51 
OF GREATER NEW YORK 
H. HorowIvrzZ, President N. EHRLICH, Secty.-Manager 


























Compliments of ... 
South Jersey 
Joint Board 
Amalgamated 


Clothing Workers 


of America 
* 


PHILIP RUDICH, Manager 
ALBERT GIULIANI, Secretary-Treasurer 





























A Happy and Prosperous 
NEW YEAR 


For Health and Recreation 


SECOND AVE. BATHS 
The Largest and Most Modern 
RUSSIAN: BATHS ° TURKISH 
With Hotel Accommodations 


SECOND AVE. cor. FIRST STREET 
New York City 
Tel. ALgonquin 4-9108 


Moderate Rates 
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Put your dollars into WAR BONDS! 


Bonds mean Victory...Victory means Peace 


-.. 90 buy MORE THAN BEFORE... BUY. THEM NOW! 











SCHENLEY DISTILLERS CORPORATION, N. Y. C. 
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We join in the hope and prayer, voiced in this 


Season of Solemn Assembly, that the New Year 


will not only bring Victory but will also see the 





planting of the seeds of a Lasting Peace! 





To our many friends everywhere we extend 


© RCV, “AOR IE BABES NA LAG A ae an > 

















the traditional greeting: 
“May you be inscribed for a good year.” 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Makers of the 57 Varieties, many of which bear 
the @ seal of approval of the UNION OF 
ORTHODOX CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA. 
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